Relevant Statutes
High School Students Serving as Election Inspectors
7.15 Municipal clerks.
(1) Supervise registration and elections. Each municipal clerk has charge and
supervision of elections and registration in the municipality. The clerk shall perform the
following duties and any others which may be necessary to properly conduct elections or
registration:
(e) In coordination with the board, instruct election officials in their duties, calling them
together whenever advisable, advise them of changes in laws, rules and procedures
affecting the performance of their duties, and administer examinations as authorized
under s. 7.30 (2) (c). The clerk shall assure that officials who serve at polling places
where an electronic voting system is used are familiar with the system and competent to
instruct electors in its proper use. The clerk shall inspect systematically and thoroughly
the conduct of elections in the municipality so that elections are honestly, efficiently and
uniformly conducted.
(k) Reassign inspectors appointed to serve at one polling place to another polling place
within the municipality whenever necessary to assure adequate staffing at all polling
places. No such reassignment may have the effect of eliminating representation at a
polling place by one of the political parties entitled to nominate inspectors under s. 7.30
(2) (a).
7.03 Compensation of election officials and trainees.
(1) (a) Except as authorized under this paragraph, a reasonable daily compensation shall
be paid to each inspector, voting machine custodian, automatic tabulating equipment
technician, member of a board of canvassers, messenger, and tabulator who is employed
and performing duties under chs. 5 to 12. Daily compensation shall also be provided to
officials and trainees for attendance at training sessions and examinations required by the
board under s. 7.31. Alternatively, such election officials and trainees may be paid by the
hour at a proportionate rate for each hour actually worked. Any election official or
trainee may choose to volunteer his or her services by filing with the municipal clerk of
the municipality in which he or she serves a written declination to accept compensation.
The volunteer status of the election official or trainee remains effective until the official
or trainee files a written revocation with the municipal clerk.
7.30 Appointment of election officials.
(2) Qualifications and procedure.
(a) Only election officials appointed under this section may conduct an election. Except
as authorized in s. 7.15 (1) (k), each inspector shall be a qualified elector of the ward or
wards, or the election district, for which the polling place is established. Special

registration deputies appointed under s. 6.55 (6) and election officials who are appointed
to fill a vacancy under par. (b) need not be a resident of the ward or wards, or the election
district, but shall be a resident of the municipality. Special registration deputies may be
appointed to serve more than one polling place. All officials shall be able to read and
write the English language, be capable, be of good understanding, and may not be a
candidate for any office to be voted for at an election at which they serve. In 1st class
cities, they may hold no public office other than notary public. Except as authorized
under sub. (4) (c), all inspectors shall be affiliated with one of the 2 recognized political
parties which received the largest number of votes for president, or governor in
nonpresidential general election years, in the ward or combination of wards served by the
polling place at the last election. The party which received the largest number of votes is
entitled to one more inspector than the party receiving the next largest number of votes at
each polling place. The same election officials may serve the electors of more than one
ward where wards are combined under s. 5.15 (6) (b). If a municipality is not divided
into wards, the ward requirements in this paragraph apply to the municipality at large.
(am) Except as otherwise provided in this paragraph, a pupil who is 16 or 17 years of
age, who is enrolled in grades 9 to 12 in a public or private school, and who has at least a
3.0 grade point average or the equivalent may serve as an inspector at the polling place
serving the pupil's residence, with the approval of the pupil's parent or guardian and of
the principal of the school in which the pupil is enrolled. A pupil may serve as an
inspector at a polling place under this paragraph only if at least one election official at the
polling place other than the chief inspector is a qualified elector of this state. No pupil
may serve as chief inspector at a polling place under this paragraph. Before appointment
by any municipality of a pupil as an inspector under this paragraph, the municipal clerk
shall obtain written authorization from the pupil's parent or guardian and from the
principal of the school where the pupil is enrolled for the pupil to serve for the entire term
for which he or she is appointed. Upon appointment of a pupil to serve as an inspector,
the municipal clerk shall notify the principal of the school where the pupil is enrolled of
the date of expiration of the pupil's term of office.

