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Q. Who is paying for the recount? 

A. The Jill Stein campaign. 

 

Q. What is the email address you want the agenda of the recount sent to? 

A. recounts@wi.gov 

 

Q. What if we are not done with the recount by the 13
th

? 

A. We would advise clerks to continue the recount, but it next goes to Congress to decide. 

 

Q. If we find hand counting isn't going fast enough, can we switch over to using our voting 

equipment? 

A.  Yes and it must be publicly noticed.   

 

Q. Is a two hour notice sufficient in an emergency situation, such as switching to using voting 

equipment? 

A. Talk to your corporation counsel. 

 

Q. Maximum number of municipal precincts that can be counted at one time?   

A.  There is no limit. 

 

Q. Could we have two municipalities at a time be processed-making sure nothing is mixed-is 

acceptable for time lines to be met?   

A. Yes. 

 

Q. Does the notice for public test need to note which municipality’s machines are being 

tested or is it just a generic notice? 

A. Generic language in the notice that indicates the voting equipment used to recount each 

municipality will be tested before the recount for that municipality begins will work.  

 

Q. Are all machines used for the recount required to be publicly tested? My checklist does not 

state to bring the physical machine. 

A. If you are using voting equipment to count ballots, you need to conduct a public test and it 

must be noticed.  The notice can be coupled with your public notice for the recount.   

 

Q. We have the whole county programmed on one set of memory cards so we don't have to 

keep switching them out of the voting machine.  So can we just run one test deck? 

A. Yes, as long as the test deck provides for comprehensive testing of the programming of the 

machine. 

 

Q. Wait -- you want us to do a public notice of publicly testing equipment?  That wasn't done 

in 2011.  Do we need to re-test each municipality? 



A. Yes, include a line in your recount notice about the public test of voting equipment.  The 

programming for each memory device and machine should be tested to insure the accuracy of 

the programming. 

 

Q. So can we just test each piece of equipment used? Not each memory device? 

A. Each memory device and piece of voting equipment should be tested to insure the integrity 

of the equipment and accuracy of the programming of the memory device. 

 

Q. If a municipality threw away their test deck, and there is another municipality with an 

identical ballot, can we recreate the test deck with those ballots?  Is it only required to 

reconcile the office of the President on the public test? 

A. Any test deck used should be compatible with the voting equipment and accurately test the 

programming of the memory device used in that machine. 

 

Q. Is a pre-recount meeting with the BOC okay? 

A. Every meeting of the BOC  has to be noticed.  

 

Q. Am I able to convene on Thursday and reconvene on Monday? 

A. You should contact our office first, but yes if you are positive you can complete the recount 

by the deadline and receive permission, that is allowable.  

 

Q. If the political party which is opposite of the County Clerk is unable to get a replacement to 

represent their party, can non-partisan appointment be made to canvass board? 

A.  Yes, but we advise you to contact the county party and request a replacement first. 

 

Q. Can the members on the board of canvassers change from day to day?  One of our 

members cannot be here 2 of the days and the party has found a substitute for those 2 days 

is this OK? 

A. Yes, make sure the substitution is transparent and noted in the minutes. 

 

Q. Can we use our Board of Canvassers to help tabulate if we only have limited help.  

A.  Yes. 

 

Q. Are we to assume that the board of canvassers needs to be present at all times during the 

recount?  

A. They need to be there for decisions.   

 

Q. Is a quorum of the BOC two members:  Can we stagger meals? 

A:  Yes, a quorum of the BOC is two members.  However, WEC staff recommends that any 

decision items be made by the full canvass board. 

 

Q. Do tabulators have to be sworn in? 

A. Yes. 

 



Q. Our payroll dept. says the tabulators must be treated as election inspectors and therefore 

are to be treated as county employees.  This will require them filling out 8 forms.  Do you 

agree?   

A. I’m sorry, but we don't have any input about  tabulator’s status as county employees. 

Q. Are there limitations or expectations on wages for tabulators or other workers? 

A.  No, counties have reported a range of wages.   

Q. Do the tabulators have to be half and half by party?. A. Parties do not have the statutory 

ability to nominate tabulators, so they do not have to be composed of party affiliates.   

Tabulators are persons “hired” to assist the Board of Canvassers is counting. 

Q. For set-up purposes, do we know how many candidates will be providing representatives? 

A.  No.  We are trying to collect contact information for the candidates in case you have 

questions during the recount. 

Q. How many representatives can each party have at the recount? 

A. There is no statutory maximum.  If there are multiple representatives from a single 

campaign, a single representative must be identified as the primary representative to the board 

of canvassers.  Secondary representatives may ask clarifying questions of the recount staff and 

ask that ballots be set aside, see pages 4 & 5 of the recount manual. 

Q. When you say representative of candidates does that mean any candidate that was on the 

ballot for President or just for the one that requested the recount? 

A. Any candidate on the presidential ballot. 

Q. Can only Jill Stein's representative’s object or can any candidate’s representatives? 

A. Any presidential candidate’s primary representative can object.   

Q. How are we assured that these Designated Representatives are truly from the 

campaign/candidate? 

A. You will take their word for it.  Contact our office if there is a question as to whether an 

individual is an authorized representative of the candidate, and we can contact the campaign to 

assist.     

Q. Who can take photos of the ballots? 

A.  The representatives for the presidential candidates can take photos of the ballots. 

Q. Normally at a place like Central Count, cameras are allowed but observers are not able to 

photograph ballots.  Does this remain the case during a recount?   

A.  Campaign representatives can take photos of the ballots during a recount.  Regular 

observers cannot. 



Q. At what point do we make ballots available for review?  As they are being fed into the 

tabulators or prior?  Specifically, do we have to allow them to review each ballot before it is 

placed in a tabulator? 

A. Yes.  The ballots should be available before they are inserted into the voting equipment. 

Q. Are there restrictions on how long a ballot can be reviewed? What if they want to do their 

own hand-tally? 

A. Ballots can be reviewed for a reasonable length of time.  Observers can perform their own 

tally if they wish.  However, they cannot touch the ballots. 

Q. Can candidate representatives or observers  ask us to turn the ballots slow enough for 

them to do a hand-tally?  I'm looking for a better definition of "review." 

A.  Ballots can be reviewed for a reasonable length of time.  In most cases that would permit 

time to do a hand tally. 

Q. Do we need to list every observer/member of the public that's attending the recount in 

our daily minutes? 

A.  A general summary of the number of observers and the names of the candidate 

representatives, if known, present will suffice. 

Q. Can we require observers to provide ID? 

A. No.  The recount is an open meeting and the public is entitled to attend.  Observers cannot 

be required to show ID or sign in as a condition of attending the meeting.  Our initial advice on 

this topic has been updated after further review.   

Q. Do we have to have the Municipality’s poll book as well as the County's copy of the poll 

book? 

A. Yes.

Q. Is a visual of each poll page sufficient? 

A.  What do you mean by a “visual.”  Yes, you would have to look at the pages. 

Q. Reconciliation of poll books - confirming we do not have to do reconciliation twice of each 

poll book with a team of 2 tabulators as long as they are matching.  Only would be needed if 

'off' in count? 

A. Yes. 

Q. When reconciling poll books do they have to go letter by letter to record and show how 

many regular voters and absentee voters.  There was a form used in 2011 recount. 
A:  If the total number of voters match, you only need to do a cursory review of the list itself—

top number, bottom number, maybe one in the middle—and take a glance at the comments.   

However, you will have to determine how many absentee voters there are in order to reconcile 

with the number of used certificate envelopes and the number of absentee ballots.  You may 

also have to go through the poll list if you cannot reconcile the total number of ballots with the 

total number of voters. 



Q. There is no exhibit instruction in the recount manual.  Can you give more instruction 

please. 

A. Make a copy of the document, number it consecutively in the same corner or area if possible, 

for ease of review.  Stickers may be used and your clerk of courts may be willing to provide 

them, but they are not necessary.  Include the exhibits with the minutes you submit.  The 

minutes and exhibits from the recount would be documents used in court if the recount 

decision is appealed to the circuit court.   

Q. Why are we reporting scattering since any non-registered write-in is invalid? 

A. If you are uploading your equipment, a scattering will be part of the print out.  You will need 

to subtract from scattering the number of registered write-ins because they have their own 

column.  If you are not uploading, you don't have to worry about it. 

Q With paper ballots we don't need to count scatterings? What was the final answer?  yes/no 

A. For any ballot, you need to count registered write-ins.  Any other write-in, doesn't need to be 

recorded. 

Q.  Can we ignore the "Number of Absentee Ballot Applications" on the minutes’ template if 

things look good? 

A. Yes. 

Q.  If any of the absentee ballots does not have the clerk's initials, can they still be counted? 

A.  Yes.  Note in minutes. 

Q. If the witness address is missing on the envelope and it wasn't rejected should it be 

rejected at the recount? 

A. That’s up to the Board of Canvassers to decide.   

Q. What if an elector does not date an absentee envelope? 

A. That's not a reason for rejection.  The date is not required, but clerk’s wanted it on the 

envelope. 

Q. We do central count.  If we find a used envelope that should have been rejected, must we 

find that voter's actual ballot and pull it? (it has the voter's number on it.) 

A.   Central Count was not a consideration when the manual was written.  However, the goal is 

to not disenfranchise an innocent voter if possible.  Since central processing of absentee ballots 

requires linking the voter to a ballot by numbering, the BOC should pull the ballot associated 

with the defective certificate envelope. 

Q. If we have to do a draw down for absentees, can we look for the blank ballots first even 

though the recount manual says to draw at random, without inspection.  Basically, is the 

absentee draw down different than the draw down from the "regular" ballots? 

A. The law is clear that if a drawdown is necessary to decrease an overage of absentee ballots, 

the draw is done at random without examination of the ballots. 



Q. In the 2011 Supreme Court recount, absentee ballots were actually added back in the 

count because of some missing information ... i.e. witness signature.  Is there any unique 

clarification on them this go-around? 

A:  No.  Wisconsin Statute provides the canvass board with the authority to decide any question 

or objection raised.  Canvass board members should take into account all pertinent information 

presented when making decisions. 

Q. If we have knowledge that someone passed away before Election Day, should we reject 

the absentee ballot even though the poll workers didn't because they didn't have that 

knowledge at that time. 

A. That’s up to your Board of Canvassers to decide.   

Q. If DRE machine had jams or issues, what's the procedure for ballot numbers if they did not 

print or a ballot was missed? 

A. Work with your vendor/programmer to obtain the ballot log from the original memory 

device used for Election Day.  You will be able to recount a full set of ballots from that log. 

Q. Hypothetically.....If we find that are DRE machine ballots match the final totals in let's say 

the 5 of our first reporting units....can we as a board choose to use the machine totals instead 

of hand counting each ballot on the DRE tape? 

A. No. 

Q. Can one person call out the DRE paper roll votes to two tabulators at the same time or 

does it need to be done by each tabulator separately? 

A. The tabulation method is established by the county board of canvass.  The vote counts 

should be recorded by two individuals on clearly labeled tally sheets and one person may call 

out the votes as recorded on the DRE paper roll.  It may be beneficial to have another set of 

eyes that can review and agree to the individual vote as announced by the one individual. 

Q. In our last recount, we did a hand-tally and used a hand-tally form.  This time, for the first 

time, we are using tabulators only.  What forms need to be maintained to show counts, etc.? 

A:  Voting equipment will provide you with a results report that will show the results for that 

reporting unit.  You may need to use a tally sheet for processing write-in votes for registered 

candidates, but that is only required should there be acceptable write-in votes needed to be 

tallied.  Please review page 11 of the recount manual for further guidance with tabulating votes 

for optical scan voting equipment. 

Q. For the BOC EL-106, can we consolidate all on one or do we need to have a separate one 

for each municipality? 

A.  The county should submit one EL-106 at the end of the recount.   

Q. Can we upload a recount file into canvass? 

A. Yes.  Please let Ann Oberle know if you intend to upload. 



Q. If doing a hand count and manually entering info into CRS can scattering remain zero or 

blank and numbers only entered for ballot candidates  and registered write-ins? 

A. If there are no write-in votes, scattering can remain zero.  Do not leave the scattering column 

blank. 

Q. Should we keep track of cost for pre-recount work? Can municipal clerks get reimbursed 

for mileage for bringing in the materials?  

A. Yes, anything reasonable and related to the recount. 

Q. Should Municipal Clerks be expected to be reimbursed for their costs regarding the 

recount?  Mileage to deliver election materials, time spent putting together materials? 

A. Yes, anything reasonable that is recount-related. 

Q. If municipal clerks can track their time for putting materials together  can the county track 

their time during their workday for reimbursement outside of the actual recount days?  

A. If it's reasonable and recount-related. 

Q. Is there a deadline for reporting our costs? 

A.  Guidance will be provided.   

Q. Do we have to review the new application registrations EL-131? 

A. No, you may need to review absentee applications if there is a discrepancy, but not voter 

registration applications.   

Q. Will we have an extension for submitting our EL-190 report? 

A.   That will be discussed depending on the length of time for your county’s recount. 

Q. How did the election equipment audit turn out? 

A. It was postponed due to the recount. 




