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Updated Statement on Federal Request
for Wisconsin Voter Information

MADISON, W1 — Michael Haas, administrator of the Wisconsin Elections Commission (WEC),
issued the following statement today regarding the request by the Presidential Advisory
Commission on Election Integrity for states to provide voter registration and history files:

“The Presidential Advisory Commission on Election Integrity today asked states including
Wisconsin not to respond to its voter data request until a federal judge can rule on a request for a
temporary restraining order in the case of Electronic Privacy Information Center v. Presidential
Advisory Commission on Election Integrity filed in the U.S. District Court for the District of
Columbia. The WEC’s response is on hold until this legal question has been resolved.”

Previous Statement — June 30, 2017

“By law, most of the information in Wisconsin’s voter registration system is public and is
available for purchase, and is commonly purchased by political parties, candidates, researchers
and other organizations. A voter’s name, address and voting history are public, and this
information has already been provided to campaigns and other requestors who have paid for it.
Wisconsin does not collect any information about a voter’s political preference or gender.

“Wisconsin statutes do not permit the state to release a voter’s date of birth, driver license
number or Social Security number. State statutes permit the WEC to share confidential
information in limited circumstances with law enforcement agencies or agencies of other states.
The Presidential Commission does not appear to qualify under either of these categories.

“The WEC does not have the discretion to deny a request for the public information in the voter
registration database if the required fee is paid. By administrative rule, the price is $12,500 for
the entire statewide voter file, and Wisconsin law does not contain any provision for waiving the
fee for voter data.”
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The Wisconsin Elections Commission is responsible for administration and enforcement of election laws in
Wisconsin. The Commission is made up of six Commissioners — four appointed directly by the State Senate
Majority Leader, Speaker of the Assembly and the Minority Leaders in the State Senate and Assembly. The
remaining two Commissioners are by the Governor with confirmation by the State Senate from lists of former
municipal and county clerks submitted by the legislative leadership in each party.
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