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Statement on Joint Committee on Finance Action on
WEC Biennial Budget Request

MADISON, WI — Michael Haas, interim administrator of the Wisconsin Elections Commission,
issued the following statement:

“We are pleased that the Joint Committee on Finance has voted to provide the Commission with
state funding for 21 of 22 positions for which federal funding will expire in 2018. We appreciate
that both the Governor and Legislature are ensuring long-term funding stability which will allow
the Commission to hire and retain high-quality staff, and to ensure that Wisconsin’s voters, local
election officials and candidates continue to receive excellent customer service. We will
reevaluate our staffing plan in light of losing one authorized position in the new budget. At some
point, the Commission may need to determine whether to seek additional funding for the
remaining position. In the meantime we will continue to use our available staffing and resources
to ensure fair, open and accurate elections across Wisconsin.”
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The Wisconsin Elections Commission is responsible for administration and enforcement of election laws in
Wisconsin. The Commission is made up of six Commissioners — four appointed directly by the State Senate
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Majority Leader, Speaker of the Assembly and the Minority Leaders in the State Senate and Assembly. The
remaining two Commissioners are by the Governor with confirmation by the State Senate from lists of former
municipal and county clerks submitted by the legislative leadership in each party.
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