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Delco accepts $ 2.2M grant to assure safe
voting options

. Pete Bannan Pbannan@21st-Centurymedia.com 16 hrs ago
Comments

.

A sign urges motorists on Goshen Road in Newtown to vote by mail.
PETE BANNAN - MEDIANEWS GROUP
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Faced with what one council member called running two elections
at once (a mail in and an in-person), Delaware County Council
took a big step this week to assure that residents are able to
safely and securely vote in the fall presidential elections.
Delaware County Council accepted a $2.2 million dollar grant,
awarded by the nonpartisan Center for Tech and Civic Life
through its COVID-19 Response Grants Program, for training of
poll workers; setting up drop-box locations for voters to return
ballots; supporting opportunities to vote early through over-the-
counter mail-in voting; and voter education and outreach.

In recent weeks, mail-in voting has become a topic of concern as
President Trump has questioned its reliability and changes at the
United States Postal Service have slowed the mail.

- Advertisement -
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“The deadly COVID-19 pandemic has seriously impaired the
ability of local governments to administer safe and secure
elections,” said Delaware County Councilwoman Christine
Reuther. “We are grateful for the Center for Tech and Civic Life for
granting our county these funds to help us ensure safe elections
during this public health emergency, which we would otherwise
have a difficult time doing given the budget shortfalls.”
Reuther estimated the grant would cover 45% of the county
budget for elections.
There are a number of ways one can vote this year. But first
voters must be registered by Oct. 19 to be on the voter rolls.
They can vote in person on Election Day, Nov. 3r, at a local
polling place. They can request a mail-in ballot in advance either
by absentee (which requires a valid reason) or with the no-
question mail-in ballot, which any qualified voter may simply
request without a reason.
With the COVID-19 pandemic, the county has seen record
numbers of requests for mail-in ballots. Reuther estimates 80,000
requests already been approved. The Board of Elections will
begin mailing those out in mid-September.
As new applications arrive, the board will continue mailing them
out, but officials warn the deadline for applying is Oct. 27 and
members doubt a voter who waits until the last minute will get it
returned in time.
“The challenge is going to be, we have to mail it to you and it's not
clear you will even get it by Election Day. And it is absolutely
certain you will not be able to mail it back. But we are trying to
address that,” Reuther said.
The CTCL grant money was helpful for the county to find a
solution. County council purchased 50 heavy-duty drop boxes at a
cost of $152,000 that members hope to install in each of the 49
county municipalities and one at the county Government Center
Building in Media. The boxes will be securely attached and will
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include video surveillance. The boxes are expected to be installed
the first week of October.

Questioning the legality of these boxes, the Trump campaign has
filed a lawsuit stating boxes such as these could enable voting
fraud because they are not monitored.

“Every state that has no-excuse mail-in voting allows for drop
boxes,” said Reuther. “The Pennsylvania Department of State
issued guidance on the use of drop boxes well before the primary.
It seems kind of silly to say that just because the statute does not
have a detailed provision on drop boxes that they are not
permitted.”

Reuther said in planning for the drop boxes, the county had
options concerning the lawsuit. It could assume that they would
not be allowed and do nothing, or it could wait to see what
happened with the lawsuit. These options would deprive the
voters of having the boxes to vote with, even if the lawsuit was
thrown out, as it takes time to order and have the boxes installed.
Officials picked a third choice and are moving ahead with the
boxes; if the Trump campaign suit prevails, they will lock them.

“| am grateful we received funding to move ahead with a plan to
deploy 50 drop boxes without putting taxpayer dollars at risk,”
Reuther said. “The lawsuit may discourage other counties from
making it easier to return ballots, which may have been the point
of it.”

A third option residents have to vote in the fall is by visiting the
Bureau of Elections starting Sept. 21 and applying for, marking,
and returning a vote-by-mail ballot all in one stop at the Bureau of
Elections office in the Government Center behind the county
courthouse.

A second voter services office is located in Upper Darby and a
third temporary center is being considered for Chester.
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“People can vote by mail, over the counter, up through Oct. 27.
You can go into one of these offices, apply for a ballot, they will
approve the voter, if the voter has the necessary ID, and then they
will issue the ballot right there,” said Reuther. “The person will fill
out the ballot, put it in the privacy envelope and the return it to the
same person who logged it in and that person will have voted
have voted by mail - voted by mail over the counter!”

The CTCL grant funding will also enable what Reuther is calling
additional "pop up" election offices which are planned to be
stationed around the county on a reservation basis.

Reuther said country council approves the money for elections
while the Election Board enacts the plan. On Thursday, after
listening to hours of public comment, the election board approved
moving ahead with the drop boxes in their the deployment plan.
Final approval is still needed as to locations, installations and
security. The vote was 2-1 with both Democrats voting in favor of
the drop boxes and the lone Republican member of the board
voting against it.

Reuther said one issue from the spring primary they hope to avoid
is provisional ballots. During the primary, 7,750 provisional ballots
were cast, nearly 20 times the average. Provisional ballots require
extensive handling and slow the count. If a voter has a mail-in
ballot on Election Day, they should bring it and all the envelopes
that came with it to their polling place and present it to the Judge
of Elections, who will take it and allow the voter to cast their vote
in person.

The CTCL grant will also provide hazard pay for poll workers and
sufficient staffing of election sites, purchase equipment and to hire
temporary staff to support processing of the mail-in ballot
applications.

Reuther said the county is still hiring 60-70 seasonal employees.
Computer skills are helpful, and second or third shift is desired.
The rate is $13.50 an hour. Go to https://www.delcopa.gov/
employment/index.html to apply.
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