
Would you please repeat about a winner who 
declines and the next highest number vote 
getter doesn't automatically in? 

If a winner declines the office and it's a vote for 
one contest, it creates a vacancy for that office. 

in that case, the vacancy is filled according to 
municipality ordinance? 

Yes.   

Do we need to notify anyone else (state, county) 
of a local municipal write-in other than providing 
a list to our election inspectors 

If you are a relier on your county for WisVote 
services, let them know if you have a registered 
write-in so they can add it to your tally sheet.   

Just to be sure - Example Voter 4.  If you see this 
as overvoted when you run an absentee ballot 
through the machine, do you remake this ballot - 
or - do you correct the count after the close of 
the election? 

Remake the ballot and feed it through voting 
equipment.   

Should poll workers review the ballots before 
closing the polls? 

Yes!  Election inspectors must look for any write-
ins that may have been counted incorrectly or 
missed by the voting equipment.  

I meant in order to remake and scan the ballot - 
before closing polls on the optical scan machine. 

Yes, we agree. 

Why wasn’t Ida Thotso the voter’s choice? The 
voter did not fill in the oval for their write-in.   

The oval does not have to be filled for a write-in to 
be counted if eligible to be counted.   

If I understand this correctly, if no one runs for 
clerk in my township and someone writes in a 
person’s name, they would be offered the job, if 
they want it. 

If there are no ballot candidates, all write-ins may 
be counted. 

Where do we get the materials you talk about in 
webinars? 

Yes, they are with the webinar access information 
in Recent Clerk Communications. 

For materials on write-ins in the future, could 
there be a 2nd page that shows the correct 
answer and why so that it can be used as 
reference in the future? 

Yes, in fact I am going to package these and some 
more examples for the EA TTX in the Learning 
Center as injects.  The scenario is on the first page 
and the answer and talking points are on the 
second page.  Thanks! 

Our clerks and workers LOVED the EA TTX and 
we highly recommend it. 

Yay, thanks! 

How do they (write-ins) deserve a vote when the 
person didn't follow the instructions? 

It's what the law dictates.  

How about if none of the ballot candidates are 
voted for but someone writes-in Donald Duck? 

If it's a name you should count it. 

Can the voter just view the registered write-in 
list or should you have copies available if they 
ask to take one to the voting booth? 

You can do either.  If a voter takes a list into a 
voting booth, be sure to retrieve it.   



Why can't the registered write-in list be posted? It's considered electioneering.  They have not 
gone through the process as had a ballot 
candidate. 

On Voter 4...since the voter wrote someone in, 
even if non-registered, there are still three 
votes.  how do we determine voter intent? 

It’s a vote for 2 office and there are 2 ballot 
candidates.  Only registered write-ins may be 
considered.  Martin Sheen is not registered, so his 
vote is not counted.  There are not enough write-
in votes to fill the seats, so ballot candidates may 
be considered.  The votes for Wanda and Bill are 
counted.   

Will the watermark be listed on Badger Books? Yes. 

 


