
-EX-FELONS AND INCARCERATED VOTERS- 
Information Provided by the Wisconsin Elections Commission 

For detailed information about the Voter Photo ID law, visit bringit.wi.gov.   
For other information on the Wisconsin Elections Commission, visit http://elections.wi.gov  

or call the Elections Help Desk at 608-266-8005. 

 WHAT HAS CHANGED IN THE LAW? 
 

o A valid photo ID, or acceptable substitute, must be provided when voting by absentee ballot or at 
the polling place, unless you are a type of voter exempt by statute.       

AM I ELIGIBLE TO VOTE? 
 

o In Wisconsin, anyone convicted of a felony who has not yet completed the terms of their 
sentence, including probation, incarceration and supervision, is ineligible to vote.  Felons 
become eligible to vote again only when they complete the terms of their sentence, including 
any term of probation or extended supervision. 

o If you are convicted of a misdemeanor, not a felony, you are eligible to vote.  This includes most 
people incarcerated at county jails and individuals who were convicted of a felony and a 
misdemeanor, but have served the entire sentence for the felony, and are still in jail or prison for 
the misdemeanor.  

o Voting rights are also restored if you are pardoned.  

I HAVE COMPLETED MY SUPERVISION (AM “OFF PAPER”) FOR MY FELONY. 
DO I NEED TO DO ANYTHING SPECIAL TO REGISTER? 

o Once you have completed your probation or supervision, you can register to vote.  You do 
not need to provide any special documents, other than proof of residence, in order to register.  
You do have to certify on your voter registration form that you are no longer under correctional 
supervision.  
 

o Be aware that it is a felony to vote while still under correctional supervision for a felony.  
The Wisconsin Elections Commission compares a list of people who voted with a list of felons on 
supervision after each election.  

WHAT IS MY ADDRESS FOR VOTING PURPOSES? 
 

o If you are incarcerated, the address where you lived immediately before you were 
incarcerated is your address for voting purposes.  You may not use the jail or prison as your 
voting address.  

o If you are not incarcerated, you should use the address where you currently reside.  Since 
residency for voting purposes is different from residency for other purposes, you may register at 
a half-way house or other facility, even if their rules state it is not a residence for other 
purposes. 
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DO I NEED A PHOTO ID TO VOTE? 
 

o You need an acceptable photo ID to request an absentee ballot and vote.  If you had a photo 
ID when you were incarcerated, you will have to ask the staff of the institution to make a copy of 
that ID for you.  If you do not already have an acceptable photo ID, and cannot leave the 
institution to obtain one, you will not be able to vote.  

 

CAN I VOTE BY ABSENTEE BALLOT? 
 

o You may request an absentee ballot by mail, email, or fax.  A copy of your photo ID must 
be included with the absentee request and submitted to the municipal clerk. You must ask 
the staff of the institution to make a copy of your photo ID, or allow you to use a copy of your 
photo ID provided by someone else.  You must also sign an absentee ballot request form, which 
can be mailed by the staff of your institution, or a third party. 

o Individuals who are incarcerated, but still eligible to vote, do not qualify to receive 
absentee ballots permanently, for every election.  In order to receive absentee ballots 
permanently, you must be “indefinitely confined” because of age, physical illness, infirmity, 
or disability.   

WHAT IF I LIVE AT HOME BUT AM MONITORED BY A “BRACELET”? 
 

o If you are monitored by a “bracelet”, or under a work-release program, you may need to 
get special permission to go to obtain a photo ID, vote absentee in the municipal clerk’s 
office, or vote at the polls on Election Day.  Make sure you speak to the appropriate people 
before performing any of these tasks.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


