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DATE:  September 14, 2020 @ 6:00pm 
 
TO:  Wisconsin County and Municipal Clerks 
 
FROM: Meagan Wolfe 
  Administrator 
 
SUBJECT:  Decision in Hawkins Matter by Wisconsin Supreme Court – Clerks May Now Send Ballots 
 
 
This afternoon the Wisconsin Supreme Court issued a decision in the Hawkins (Green Party) matter.  The Court 
denied the petition for ballot access to candidates Howie Hawkins and Angela Walker representing the Green Party 
for the November 3, 2020 Presidential Election.  The Court further vacated the order to suspend the sending of 
ballots.  The Wisconsin Supreme Court’s order is attached. 
 
What does this mean for clerks? 
Today’s decision means that municipal and county clerks should proceed with preparing, printing, and sending 
absentee ballots in accordance with both federal law and Wisconsin state law.  In a related reminder, the Brown 
County Circuit Court also denied ballot access to candidate Kanye West last week.  
 
The ballot has not changed, the candidates and ballot order certified by the Commission on September 1 stands.   
 
County Clerks: Proceed with printing and distributing ballots to municipalities by the statutory deadline of 
September 16, 2020. 
 
Municipal Clerks: Proceed with mailing absentee ballots to all voters with requests on file by the statutory deadline 
of September 17, 2020 and the federal UOCAVA deadline of September 19.   
 
Thank you all for your attention to this matter.  Please contact us at (608)261-2028 or at elections@wi.gov if you 
have any questions or need any additional information. 


