
Wisconsin Elections Commission 
Special Meeting 

Tuesday, January 9, 2024 
8:00 A.M. 

This meeting is being held via video teleconference only. Members of the public and media may 
attend online or by telephone. Please https://elections.wi.gov/event/ballot-access-meeting-
192024 to view materials for the meeting. All public participants’ phones/microphones will be 
muted during the meeting. Members of the public wishing to provide written comment to the 
Commissioners should email electioncomments@wi.gov with “Message to Commissioners” in 
the subject line.  

Zoom information for the meeting: 

You are invited to a Zoom webinar. 
When: Jan 9, 2024 08:00 AM Central Time (US and Canada) 
Topic: Meeting of the Wisconsin Elections Commission 

Please click the link below to join the webinar: 
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/81932681110?pwd=ParR05IFQqyZXCGAD8pIkaTIUJL7Jw.CTt9iiuSPMCPq
ndL 
Passcode: 256396 
Or One tap mobile : 

+13092053325,,81932681110#,,,,*256396# US
+13126266799,,81932681110#,,,,*256396# US (Chicago)

Or Telephone: 
    Dial(for higher quality, dial a number based on your current location): 

+1 309 205 3325 US
+1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)
+1 646 558 8656 US (New York)
+1 646 931 3860 US
+1 301 715 8592 US (Washington DC)
+1 305 224 1968 US
+1 564 217 2000 US
+1 669 444 9171 US
+1 689 278 1000 US
+1 719 359 4580 US
+1 720 707 2699 US (Denver)
+1 253 205 0468 US
+1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma)
+1 346 248 7799 US (Houston)
+1 360 209 5623 US
+1 386 347 5053 US
+1 507 473 4847 US

Webinar ID: 819 3268 1110 
Passcode: 256396 
    International numbers available: https://us06web.zoom.us/u/kepYJXFSPb 

https://elections.wi.gov/event/ballot-access-meeting-192024
https://elections.wi.gov/event/ballot-access-meeting-192024
mailto:electioncomments@wi.gov
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/81932681110?pwd=ParR05IFQqyZXCGAD8pIkaTIUJL7Jw.CTt9iiuSPMCPqndL
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/81932681110?pwd=ParR05IFQqyZXCGAD8pIkaTIUJL7Jw.CTt9iiuSPMCPqndL
https://us06web.zoom.us/u/kepYJXFSPb


AGENDA 

A. Call to Order

B. Administrator’s Report of Appropriate Meeting Notice

C. Ballot Access Challenge (Supporting materials for the
challenge will be posted in a separate attachment when they
are ready)

     EL 24–03: Adam Kaney v. Jesse Leichsenring 

1. Staff Presentation on Ballot Access Challenge
2. Challenger Presentation (If requested)
3. Candidate Response (If requested)
4. Commission Action

D. Ballot Access Report and Certification of Candidates for
the 2024 Spring Election

E. Adjourn
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Don M. Millis, chair | Marge Bostelmann | Ann S. Jacobs | Carrie Riepl | Robert Spindell | Mark L. Thomsen 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Meagan Wolfe 

       Wisconsin Elections Commission 
201 West Washington Avenue | Second Floor | P.O. Box 7984 | Madison, WI  53707-7984 
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MEMORANDUM 

DATE: For the Jan. 9, 2024 Commission Meeting 

TO:  Members, Wisconsin Elections Commission 

SUBJECT: Ballot Access for the April 2, 2024 Spring Election 

This memorandum presents a summary of noteworthy information about candidates requesting ballot 
access for the April 2, 2024 Spring Election. 

Summary 

The nomination paper filing deadline for the 2024 Spring Election for the offices of Court of Appeals 
judge in Districts I and IV and for circuit court judge in various counties, was 5:00 p.m., Tuesday, Jan. 2, 
2024.  The circulation period for nomination papers began on Dec. 1, 2023. 

A total of 75 candidates for state offices registered for all offices up at the April election, 71 of whom filed 
nomination papers with the Wisconsin Elections Commission.  There is one candidate for Court of 
Appeals judge District I, one candidate for District IV, and 69 candidates for 56 circuit court judge 
positions in 34 counties.   

The first nomination papers were filed on Dec. 8, 2023, and six sets of papers were filed on deadline day.  

Date Submitted Sets of Papers Filed 
Week of Dec. 4 - 8 1 
Week of Dec. 11 - 15 4 
Week of Dec. 18 - 22 28 
Week of Dec. 26 - 29 (4 working days) 32
Jan. 2 6 

71 Total 

The office of Kenosha County Circuit Court Branch 3 and Winnebago County Circuit Court Branch 1 are the 
state-level offices that will require a primary on Feb. 20, 2024.  Sauk County Circuit Court Branch 3 has an 
outstanding challenge against one of the three candidates who have filed all necessary documents for ballot 
access.  If the pending challenge is denied, there will also be a primary in the office of Sauk County Circuit 
Court Branch 3.  Local municipalities and school districts may have primaries for local office or have 
referenda questions on the ballot as well.   
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Notifications of Noncandidacy 

The Notification of Noncandidacy may be filed by an incumbent who is not seeking re-election to the 
office he or she currently holds.  If an incumbent fails to file the Notification of Noncandidacy by the 
second Friday before the filing deadline - and does not file ballot access documents by the filing deadline - 
the filing deadline is extended 72 hours for any other candidate for that office.  The extension does not 
apply to the incumbent:  Wis. Stat. §8.10(2)(a).  The second Friday before the Jan. 2, 2024 filing deadline 
fell on Dec. 22, 2023. 

Staff reached out to incumbent officeholders to ensure that those who did not plan to stand for re-election 
filed a Notification of Noncandidacy by the deadline so that the ballot certification and preparation 
process was not delayed.  Nine incumbent officeholders timely filed Notifications of Noncandidacy (see 
Attachment A).  All other incumbents submitted nomination papers.  Therefore, no extension of the filing 
deadline was required. 

Nomination Paper Review Process 

Staff applies nomination paper review standards based on Wis. Stat. §§ 8.10 and 8.30 and Wis. Admin. 
Code Ch. EL 2 to determine if a candidate has filed a sufficient number of signatures to qualify for ballot 
access.  Attached to this memorandum are the internal nomination paper review standards (Attachment C) 
and the relevant statutory provisions (Attachment D) used by staff when reviewing papers.  Staff also relies 
on past practices when making recommendations to the Commission as to whether an error on a 
nomination paper is grounds for striking a signature or page of signatures.  This body of precedent comes 
from Findings of Fact and Orders issued as a result of a challenge to nomination papers, or a compliance 
review complaint filed under Wis. Stat. § 5.06.  Staff accepts all petitions under the presumption of validity 
as described in Administrative Code EL 2.05(4). 

Number of Nomination Paper Signatures Required 

 Candidates for court of appeals judge must file a minimum of 1,000 valid signatures of qualified
electors from the district to qualify for ballot access.  Wis. Stat. § 8.10(3)(am).

 Candidates for circuit court judge in counties over 500,000 in population (Milwaukee County) must
file a minimum of 1,000 valid signatures of qualified electors from the district to qualify for ballot
access.  Wis. Stat. § 8.10(3)(c).

 Candidates for circuit court judge in counties with a population of 500,000 or less must file a
minimum of 200 valid signatures of qualified electors from the district to qualify for ballot access.
Wis. Stat. § 8.10(3)(b).

Every nomination paper was reviewed separately by two staff members, and a determination regarding 
sufficiency was made within one business day of submission. This satisfied the staff goal of performing 
the two reviews within two business days of receiving the nomination papers.  70 of the 71 nomination 
paper submissions contained a sufficient number of valid signatures. One candidate submitted a correcting 
affidavit to bring his nomination paper submission up to the minimum 200 signatures ahead of the Friday 
deadline.  As of the deadline for filing nomination papers (Tuesday, Jan. 2, 2024 at 5:00 p.m.), 19 
candidates had also filed additional nomination papers to supplement their original filings. 
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Nomination Paper Copy Requests 

To facilitate requests for copies of nomination papers, staff made candidate petitions available for download 
via the Badger Voters data request site (https://badgervoters.wi.gov/).  After the review process was 
complete, each petition, Declaration of Candidacy, and any supplemental signatures were scanned and 
uploaded to the site. These documents are available for download at no cost to the requestor.  As of Jan. 4, 
2024, 29 requests for nomination paper files had been fulfilled through Badger Voters. 

Irregularities on Nomination Papers and Ballot Access Documents Not Affecting Ballot Status 

One irregularity was detected by staff during the nomination paper and ballot access document review 
process.  Consistent with prior practice and decisions, staff believes this irregularity does not affect ballot 
access and did not strike signatures or reject filed documents due to this issue. Samples of the issue are in 
Attachments E. 

1. Printed names of signers on nomination papers appear to be written by the circulator.

Staff continues to find printed names of signers and address information that appear to be in the
same handwriting as the circulator, although there were fewer instances noticed during this filing
period.  Wis. Stat. § 8.10 (4)(b) requires the printed name and address information to be made by the
signer of the petition, unless the signer requests assistance in signing or printing their name and
address.  Although staff encounters sporadic examples of this practice on many sets of papers, the
most consistent examples over time involve circulators for candidates for Milwaukee County Circuit
Court Judge, some of whom are judges themselves. Had staff struck the signatures for this reason,
each candidate would still have sufficient signatures.  Staff will continue to remind circulators that
they can only assist a signer in providing such information if it is specifically requested by the
signer.

Statements of Economic Interests 

All candidates timely filed the Statement of Economic Interests with the Wisconsin Ethics Commission. 

Challenges to Nomination Paper Sufficiency 

One challenge to ballot access was received by the deadline of 4:30 p.m. on Friday, Jan. 5, 2024.   

Candidates Recommended for Approval of Ballot Status 

Staff recommends that the Commission certify ballot access for the 70 candidates listed as “approved” in 
Attachment B, Candidate Tracking by Office report. 

Staff Recommendations for Approval of Ballot Access 

A list of candidates recommended for ballot status is included with this memorandum (Attachment B).  Staff 
requests the Commission approve the ballot status of those candidates listed who have met or exceeded the 
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minimum valid signatures and have filed all necessary ballot access documents.  Candidates that the staff 
have determined meet the required ballot access requirements are marked as “approve” on Attachment B.     

This list includes candidates whose nomination papers contain nominal issues such as form template issues, 
improper but common replacements for office titles, and suspiciously similar handwriting.  During its 
review, Commission staff determined that these minor issues were not detrimental to the sufficiency of the 
papers, and that the papers substantially complied with all requirements under the applicable laws and 
administrative code provisions.     

Recommended Motion #1:  The 70 candidates representing ballot-status parties marked “approve” on the 
“Candidates Tracking by Office” report are approved for ballot access for the April 2, 2024 Spring Election 
and Presidential Preference, in addition to any candidates who were subject to challenge but were ultimately 
approved for ballot access by the Commission.  

Staff Recommendations for Denial of Ballot Access 

Staff requests the Commission deny the ballot status of those candidates listed who have not met the 
minimum number of valid signatures, have not filed all necessary ballot access documents or otherwise do 
not meet the statutory requirements to be placed on the ballot.  Candidates that staff have determined do not 
meet the required ballot access requirements are marked as “deny” on Attachment B.   

Recommended Motion #2:  The four candidates marked “deny” in Attachment B are denied ballot access 
for the April 2, 2024 Spring Election and Presidential Preference, in addition to any candidates who were 
subject to challenge and were ultimately denied ballot access by the Commission. 

Challenges to Ballot Status 

The deadline for challenges to ballot access was Friday, Jan. 5, 2024.  One challenge was filed with the 
Commission by the deadline of 4:30 p.m. on Jan. 5, 2024. 

Challenges will be discussed in a separate memorandum and presented by staff counsel. 

Attachments: A. List of Incumbents Who Filed a Notification of Noncandidacy
B. Candidate Tracking by Office Report
C. Internal Nomination Paper Review Standards
D. Relevant Statutory
E. Nomination Paper Samples
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Incumbents Who Have Filed a Notification of Noncandidacy (EL-163) for 
the 04/02/2024 2024 Spring Election and Presidential Preference Vote 

(Due:12/22/2023)
FINAL

Name Office Date Filed
Timothy G. Dugan COURT OF APPEALS JUDGE DISTRICT 1 YEAR E 05/15/2023

Marshall B. Murray MILWAUKEE COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT JUDGE BRANCH 
43

06/26/2023

D. Todd  Ehlers DOOR COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT JUDGE BRANCH 1 08/18/2023

Laura Lau WAUKESHA COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT JUDGE BRANCH 12 08/31/2023

Teresa S. Basiliere WINNEBAGO COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT JUDGE BRANCH 1 11/06/2023

Pat  Barrett SAUK COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT JUDGE BRANCH 3 11/20/2023

Michael H. Bloom ONEIDA COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT JUDGE BRANCH 2 11/27/2023

Phillip A. Koss WALWORTH COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT JUDGE BRANCH 1 11/30/2023

Kevin G. Klein PRICE COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT JUDGE 12/04/2023

5
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Wisconsin Elections Commission
Candidate Tracking by Office

2024 Spring Election and Presidential Preference Vote - 4/2/2024

Receipt # Candidate Party Campaign 
Registration 
Statement

Declaration of 
Candidacy Date

Statement of 
Economic 
Interests Date

Nomination 
Papers Date

Valid 
Signatures

Suggested 
Action

Office : COURT OF APPEALS JUDGE DISTRICT 1 Incumbent: Timothy G. Dugan (Filed Notification of Noncandidacy)

Gwendolyn G Connolly
3493 N Hackett Ave
Milwaukee,  53211

04/21/2023 Deny

046 Pedro Colón
821 S 3RD ST
MILWAUKEE,  53204

06/14/2023 12/13/2023 12/05/2023 12/28/2023 1656 Approve

Office Subtotal : 2

Office : COURT OF APPEALS JUDGE DISTRICT 4 Incumbent: JoAnne F. Kloppenburg

013 JoAnne Kloppenburg
2318 ROWLEY AVENUE
MADISON,  53726

12/04/2023 12/20/2023 12/14/2023 12/20/2023 1567 Approve

Office Subtotal : 1

Office : ASHLAND COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT JUDGE Incumbent: Kelly J. McKnight

061 Kelly J. McKnight
215 12TH ST W
ASHLAND,  54806

12/02/2023 12/29/2023 12/13/2023 12/29/2023 352 Approve

Office Subtotal : 1
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Wisconsin Elections Commission
Candidate Tracking by Office

2024 Spring Election and Presidential Preference Vote - 4/2/2024

Receipt # Candidate Party Campaign 
Registration 
Statement

Declaration of 
Candidacy Date

Statement of 
Economic 
Interests Date

Nomination 
Papers Date

Valid 
Signatures

Suggested
Action

Office : BARRON COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT JUDGE 
BRANCH 2

Incumbent: Vacant

003 Samuel L. Lawton
308 W HUMBIRD ST
RICE LAKE,  54868

09/27/2023 12/14/2023 12/28/2023 12/14/2023 297 Approve

Office Subtotal : 1

Office : BROWN COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT JUDGE 
BRANCH 2

Incumbent: Thomas J. Walsh

060 Thomas J Walsh
2726 ANDROMEDA CT
DE PERE,  54115

01/02/2024 12/29/2023 01/03/2024 12/29/2023 223 Approve

Office Subtotal : 1

Office : BROWN COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT JUDGE 
BRANCH 6

Incumbent: John P. Zakowski

068 John P. Zakowski
1254 EMILIE ST
GREEN BAY,  54301

01/02/2024 1/2/2024 01/02/2024 01/02/2024 288 Approve

Office Subtotal : 1

Office : BUFFALO AND PEPIN COUNTIES CIRCUIT 
COURT JUDGE

Incumbent: Thomas W. Clark

019 Thomas W. Clark
57 W 13TH ST
BUFFALO CITY,  54622

12/07/2023 12/12/2023 12/07/2023 12/21/2023 237 Approve

Office Subtotal : 1

Office : CALUMET COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT JUDGE 
BRANCH 1

Incumbent: Jeffrey S. Froehlich

020 Jeffrey S. Froehlich
W5434 SCHMIDT ROAD
APPLETON,  54915

12/20/2023 12/21/2023 12/27/2023 12/21/2023 368 Approve

Office Subtotal : 1

Page 2 of 14Printed 1/5/2024 3:08:36 PM 8



Wisconsin Elections Commission
Candidate Tracking by Office

2024 Spring Election and Presidential Preference Vote - 4/2/2024

Receipt # Candidate Party Campaign 
Registration 
Statement

Declaration of 
Candidacy Date

Statement of 
Economic 
Interests Date

Nomination 
Papers Date

Valid 
Signatures

Suggested
Action

Office : CHIPPEWA COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT JUDGE 
BRANCH 1

Incumbent: Steven H. Gibbs

032 Steven Gibbs
3320 172ND ST
CHIPPEWA FALLS,  54729

12/11/2023 12/6/2023 12/13/2023 12/22/2023 354 Approve

Office Subtotal : 1

Office : CLARK COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT JUDGE 
BRANCH 1

Incumbent: Lyndsey Boon Brunette

024 Lyndsey Boon Brunette
N3706 RIVER AVE
NEILLSVILLE,  54456

12/20/2023 12/22/2023 12/20/2023 12/22/2023 258 Approve

Office Subtotal : 1

Office : COLUMBIA COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT JUDGE 
BRANCH 3

Incumbent: Troy D. Cross

038 Troy D. Cross
N7563 PINE RIDGE CIRCLE
PORTAGE,  53901

12/28/2023 12/27/2023 12/28/2023 12/27/2023 252 Approve

066 Roger L. Klopp
607 CORNER ST
LODI,  53555

12/23/2023 12/26/2023 01/04/2024 01/02/2024 294 Approved

Office Subtotal : 2

Office : DANE COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT JUDGE 
BRANCH 1

Incumbent: Susan M. Crawford

037 Susan M. Crawford
6417 MASTHEAD DRIVE
MADISON,  53705

12/27/2023 12/27/2023 12/27/2023 12/27/2023 399 Approve

Office Subtotal : 1
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Wisconsin Elections Commission
Candidate Tracking by Office

2024 Spring Election and Presidential Preference Vote - 4/2/2024

Receipt # Candidate Party Campaign 
Registration 
Statement

Declaration of 
Candidacy Date

Statement of 
Economic 
Interests Date

Nomination 
Papers Date

Valid 
Signatures

Suggested
Action

Office : DANE COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT JUDGE 
BRANCH 8

Incumbent: Frank D. Remington

027 Frank D. Remington
2902 COLUMBIA RD
MADISON,  53705

10/20/2023 11/27/2023 12/07/2023 12/22/2023 394 Approve

Office Subtotal : 1

Office : DANE COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT JUDGE 
BRANCH 10

Incumbent: Ryan D. Nilsestuen

034 Ryan  D. Nilsestuen
2009 E MIFFLIN ST
MADISON,  53704

01/13/2023 11/30/2023 01/01/2024 12/27/2023 327 Approve

Office Subtotal : 1

Office : DANE COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT JUDGE 
BRANCH 11

Incumbent: Ellen  K. Berz

022 Ellen K. Berz
2406 GREGORY ST
MADISON,  53711

12/22/2023 12/22/2023 12/20/2023 12/22/2023 384 Approve

Office Subtotal : 1

Office : DANE COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT JUDGE 
BRANCH 12

Incumbent: Ann Peacock

026 Ann  Peacock
3083 YARMOUTH GREENWAY 
DR
FITCHBURG,  53711

08/30/2023 12/22/2023 12/29/2023 12/22/2023 396 Approve

Office Subtotal : 1

Office : DOOR COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT JUDGE 
BRANCH 1

Incumbent: D. Todd  Ehlers (Filed Notification of Noncandidacy)

012 Jennifer  Moeller
916 N 8TH AVE
STURGEON BAY,  54235

09/03/2023 8/14/2023 01/02/2024 12/20/2023 374 Approve
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Wisconsin Elections Commission
Candidate Tracking by Office

2024 Spring Election and Presidential Preference Vote - 4/2/2024

Receipt # Candidate Party Campaign 
Registration 
Statement

Declaration of 
Candidacy Date

Statement of 
Economic 
Interests Date

Nomination 
Papers Date

Valid 
Signatures

Suggested
Action

044 Brett Reetz
9000 W MEADOW RD
BAILEYS HARBOR,  54202

12/01/2023 12/6/2023 12/05/2023 12/28/2023 298 Approve

Office Subtotal : 2

Office : EAU CLAIRE COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT 
JUDGE BRANCH 3

Incumbent: Emily M. Long

002 Emily M. Long
6924 W LOWES CREEK RD
EAU CLAIRE,  54701

10/25/2023 12/8/2023 12/28/2023 12/14/2023 226 Approve

Office Subtotal : 1

Office : EAU CLAIRE COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT 
JUDGE BRANCH 4

Incumbent: Jon M. Theisen

006 Jon M. Theisen
1414 PINEHURST CT
ALTOONA,  54720

10/05/2023 11/20/2023 12/08/2023 12/18/2023 271 Approve

Office Subtotal : 1

Office : EAU CLAIRE COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT 
JUDGE BRANCH 5

Incumbent: Sarah Harless

023 Sarah  Harless
2215 HENRY AVE
EAU CLAIRE,  54701

12/03/2023 12/22/2023 12/20/2023 12/22/2023 366 Approve

Office Subtotal : 1

Office : FOND DU LAC COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT 
JUDGE BRANCH 1

Incumbent: Anthony Nehls

030 Anthony Nehls
307 SPAULDING AVE
RIPON,  54971

12/18/2023 12/22/2023 12/27/2023 12/22/2023 338 Approve

Office Subtotal : 1
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Wisconsin Elections Commission
Candidate Tracking by Office

2024 Spring Election and Presidential Preference Vote - 4/2/2024

Receipt # Candidate Party Campaign 
Registration 
Statement

Declaration of 
Candidacy Date

Statement of 
Economic 
Interests Date

Nomination 
Papers Date

Valid 
Signatures

Suggested
Action

Office : JEFFERSON COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT 
JUDGE BRANCH 3

Incumbent: Robert F. Dehring, Jr.

031 Robert F. Dehring Jr.
N7279 COUNTY ROAD Y
WATERTOWN,  53094

12/20/2023 12/13/2023 12/27/2023 12/22/2023 272 Approve

Office Subtotal : 1

Office : JUNEAU COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT JUDGE 
BRANCH 1

Incumbent: Stacy A. Smith

063 Stacy A. Smith
N10298 COUNTY ROAD G
NECEDAH,  54646

11/07/2023 12/29/2023 12/20/2023 12/29/2023 281 Approve

Office Subtotal : 1

Office : KENOSHA COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT JUDGE 
BRANCH 2

Incumbent: Jason A. Rossell

040 Jason A. Rossell
10908 65TH ST
KENOSHA,  53142

12/04/2023 11/22/2023 12/05/2023 12/27/2023 329 Approve

Office Subtotal : 1

Office : KENOSHA COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT JUDGE 
BRANCH 3

Incumbent: Frank Gagliardi

045 William Michel
9520 42ND AVE
PLEASANT PRAIRIE,  53158

12/01/2023 12/28/2023 12/30/2023 12/28/2023 343 Approve

011 Frank Gagliardi
1544 MAJESTIC WAY E
TWIN LAKES,  53181

11/30/2023 12/20/2023 12/28/2023 12/20/2023 300 Approve

059 Heather Iverson
3421 16TH ST
KENOSHA,  53144

11/08/2023 11/22/2023 12/05/2023 12/29/2023 385 Approve

Office Subtotal : 3
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Receipt # Candidate Party Campaign 
Registration 
Statement

Declaration of 
Candidacy Date

Statement of 
Economic 
Interests Date

Nomination 
Papers Date

Valid 
Signatures

Suggested
Action

Office : LA CROSSE COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT 
JUDGE BRANCH 3

Incumbent: Mark A Huesmann

070 Candice C.M. Tlustosch
N4141 Ceresa Ct
West Salem,  54669

07/10/2023 1/2/2024 01/05/2024 01/02/2024 400 Approve

017 Mark A. Huesmann
1014 SADDLEWOOD ST
HOLMEN,  54636

07/19/2023 7/25/2023 12/08/2023 12/21/2023 357 Approve

Office Subtotal : 2

Office : MANITOWOC COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT 
JUDGE BRANCH 2

Incumbent: Jerilyn M. Dietz

025 Jerilyn Dietz
925 GLENVIEW DRIVE
MANITOWOC,  54220

12/12/2023 12/22/2023 12/13/2023 12/22/2023 233 Approve

Office Subtotal : 1

Office : MENOMINEE AND SHAWANO COUNTIES 
CIRCUIT COURT JUDGE BRANCH 2

Incumbent: William F. Kussel, Jr.

047 William F. Kussel Jr.
W6643 HOMEWOOD AVE
SHAWANO,  54166

11/30/2023 12/4/2023 12/10/2023 12/28/2023 396 Approve

Office Subtotal : 1

Office : MILWAUKEE COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT 
JUDGE BRANCH 8

Incumbent: William Sosnay

015 William  Sosnay
1140 W DUCHESS CT
BAYSIDE,  53217

12/07/2023 2/10/2023 12/07/2023 12/21/2023 1692 Approve

Office Subtotal : 1

Office : MILWAUKEE COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT 
JUDGE BRANCH 14

Incumbent: Amber Raffeet August

051 Amber  Raffeet August
5756 N ARGYLE AVE
GLENDALE,  53209

08/17/2023 12/28/2023 01/02/2024 12/28/2023 1525 Approve

Office Subtotal : 1
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Receipt # Candidate Party Campaign 
Registration 
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Declaration of 
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Statement of 
Economic 
Interests Date

Nomination 
Papers Date

Valid 
Signatures

Suggested
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Office : MILWAUKEE COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT 
JUDGE BRANCH 17

Incumbent: Carolina Maria Stark

029 Carolina Maria Stark
2922 W STATE ST
MILWAUKEE,  53208

10/27/2023 10/31/2023 12/27/2023 12/22/2023 1656 Approve

Office Subtotal : 1

Office : MILWAUKEE COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT 
JUDGE BRANCH 18

Incumbent: Ronnie V Murray II

048 Ronnie V. Murray II
3607 S 123RD ST
GREENFIELD,  53228

10/31/2023 11/6/2023 12/06/2023 12/28/2023 1390 Approve

Office Subtotal : 1

Office : MILWAUKEE COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT 
JUDGE BRANCH 20

Incumbent: Joseph Wall

043 Joseph  Wall
1826 N 49TH ST
MILWAUKEE,  53208

11/14/2023 12/28/2023 01/04/2024 12/28/2023 1128 Approve

Office Subtotal : 1

Office : MILWAUKEE COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT 
JUDGE BRANCH 23

Incumbent: Jorge Fragoso

049 Jorge  Fragoso
3134 S HERMAN ST
MILWAUKEE,  53207

11/21/2023 12/13/2023 12/30/2023 12/28/2023 1255 Approve

Office Subtotal : 1

Office : MILWAUKEE COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT 
JUDGE BRANCH 24

Incumbent: Raphael Ramos

055 Raphael F.A. Ramos
357 N 50TH ST
MILWAUKEE,  53208

06/07/2023 12/29/2023 01/02/2024 12/29/2023 1998 Approve

Office Subtotal : 1
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Receipt # Candidate Party Campaign 
Registration 
Statement

Declaration of 
Candidacy Date

Statement of 
Economic 
Interests Date

Nomination 
Papers Date

Valid 
Signatures

Suggested
Action

Office : MILWAUKEE COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT 
JUDGE BRANCH 28

Incumbent: Mark A. Sanders

050 Mark Sanders
1007 N. Lyon St
Milwaukee,  53202

12/26/2023 12/28/2023 12/26/2023 12/28/2023 1589 Approve

Office Subtotal : 1

Office : MILWAUKEE COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT 
JUDGE BRANCH 38

Incumbent: Jeffrey A. Wagner

014 Jeffrey A. Wagner
619 W MULBERRY CT
BAYSIDE,  53217

10/30/2023 2/13/2023 12/04/2023 12/21/2023 1627 Approve

Office Subtotal : 1

Office : MILWAUKEE COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT 
JUDGE BRANCH 39

Incumbent: Jane V. Carroll

042 Jane  Carroll
3309 N KNOLL TER
WAUWATOSA,  53222

11/20/2023 12/28/2023 01/01/2024 12/28/2023 1243 Approve

Office Subtotal : 1

Office : MILWAUKEE COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT 
JUDGE BRANCH 43

Incumbent: Marshall B. Murray (Filed Notification of Noncandidacy)

069 Marisabel  Cabrera
2200 W LAYTON AVE
MILWAUKEE,  53221

01/02/2024 10/31/2023 01/03/2024 01/02/2024 1454 Approve

053 Rochelle N. Johnson-Bent
8187 N 67TH ST
BROWN DEER,  53223

11/07/2023 11/13/2023 12/31/2023 12/28/2023 1729 Approve

Office Subtotal : 2
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Wisconsin Elections Commission
Candidate Tracking by Office

2024 Spring Election and Presidential Preference Vote - 4/2/2024

Receipt # Candidate Party Campaign 
Registration 
Statement

Declaration of 
Candidacy Date

Statement of 
Economic 
Interests Date

Nomination 
Papers Date

Valid 
Signatures

Suggested
Action

Office : MILWAUKEE COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT 
JUDGE BRANCH 46

Incumbent: Anderson Gansner

052 Anderson  Gansner
4220 N WOODBURN ST
SHOREWOOD,  53211

08/14/2023 12/28/2023 12/26/2023 12/28/2023 1523 Approve

Office Subtotal : 1

Office : MONROE COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT JUDGE 
BRANCH 3

Incumbent: Rick Radcliffe

004 Rick Radcliffe
8309 IDYLLVIEW AVE
SPARTA,  54656

12/07/2023 12/15/2023 12/07/2023 12/15/2023 322 Approve

Office Subtotal : 1

Office : ONEIDA COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT JUDGE 
BRANCH 2

Incumbent: Michael H. Bloom (Filed Notification of Noncandidacy)

057 Michael Fugle
4141 BIRCH POINT LN
RHINELANDER,  54501

11/30/2023 12/29/2023 12/31/2023 12/29/2023 400 Approve

058 Mary M. Sowinski
6720   RAILROAD ST
THREE LAKES,  54562

12/26/2023 12/29/2023 01/04/2024 12/29/2023 282 Approve

Office Subtotal : 2

Office : OUTAGAMIE COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT 
JUDGE BRANCH 5

Incumbent: Carrie  Schneider

018 Carrie  Schneider
W10097 ALLCAN RD
NEW LONDON,  54961

12/01/2023 12/4/2023 01/04/2024 12/21/2023 247 Approve

Office Subtotal : 1

Office : PRICE COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT JUDGE Incumbent: Kevin G. Klein (Filed Notification of Noncandidacy)

016 Mark T. Fuhr
N9531 WESTVIEW RD
PHILLIPS,  54555

12/15/2023 12/21/2023 12/18/2023 12/21/2023 297 Approve

Office Subtotal : 1
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Wisconsin Elections Commission
Candidate Tracking by Office

2024 Spring Election and Presidential Preference Vote - 4/2/2024

Receipt # Candidate Party Campaign 
Registration 
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Office : RACINE COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT JUDGE 
BRANCH 1

Incumbent: Wynne P. Laufenberg

035 Wynne P. Laufenberg
4992 BAYFIELD DR
WATERFORD,  53185

11/13/2023 12/27/2023 12/03/2023 12/27/2023 386 Approved

Office Subtotal : 1

Office : RACINE COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT JUDGE 
BRANCH 3

Incumbent: Toni L. Young

Jamie M. McClendon
3706 DOUGLAS AVE
RACINE,  53402

10/11/2023 11/6/2023 Deny

Theresa F. Villar
1523 92ND ST
STURTEVANT,  53177

10/20/2023 11/1/2023 Deny

008 Jessica  Lynott
4101 QUARRY SPRINGS DR
CALEDONIA,  53405

11/03/2023 11/6/2023 01/02/2024 12/19/2023 400 Approve

065 Toni L. Young
2610 GREEN ST
RACINE,  53402

12/28/2023 12/29/2023 01/05/2024 12/29/2023 325 Approve

Office Subtotal : 4

Office : RACINE COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT JUDGE 
BRANCH 9

Incumbent: Robert S. Repischak

039 Robert S. Repischak
30906 KRAMER DR
WATERFORD,  53185

12/04/2023 12/27/2023 12/29/2023 12/27/2023 294 Approve

Office Subtotal : 1
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Office : RACINE COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT JUDGE 
BRANCH 10

Incumbent: Timothy D. Boyle

036 Timothy D. Boyle
708 OAK STREET
BURLINGTON,  53105

12/03/2023 12/27/2023 12/26/2023 12/27/2023 374 Approve

Office Subtotal : 1

Office : ROCK COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT JUDGE 
BRANCH 3

Incumbent: Jeffrey S. Kuglitsch

028 Jeffrey S. Kuglitsch
3043 SPAULDING AVE
JANESVILLE,  53546

11/05/2023 11/9/2023 12/11/2023 12/22/2023 383 Approve

Office Subtotal : 1

Office : ROCK COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT JUDGE 
BRANCH 7

Incumbent: Barbara W. McCrory

033 Barbara W. McCrory
507 APACHE DR
JANESVILLE,  53545

12/27/2023 12/22/2023 12/27/2023 12/22/2023 259 Approve

Office Subtotal : 1

Office : SAINT CROIX COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT 
JUDGE BRANCH 3

Incumbent: Scott R. Needham

021 Scott R. Needham
1765 GEORGE NORMAN DR
NEW RICHMOND,  54017

09/13/2023 11/21/2023 12/07/2023 12/21/2023 392 Approve

Office Subtotal : 1

Office : SAUK COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT JUDGE 
BRANCH 3

Incumbent: Pat  Barrett (Filed Notification of Noncandidacy)

007 Blake J. Duren
1116 12TH ST
BARABOO,  53913

12/04/2023 10/3/2023 12/05/2023 12/18/2023 400 Approve

041 Nancy  Thome
330 13TH ST
BARABOO,  53913

12/22/2023 12/4/2023 12/20/2023 12/28/2023 290 Approve
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071 Jesse L.  Leichsenring
602 5TH AVE
BARABOO,  53913

12/22/2023 1/2/2024 12/21/2023 01/02/2024 200 Challenge 
Pending

Office Subtotal : 3

Office : WALWORTH COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT 
JUDGE BRANCH 1

Incumbent: Phillip A. Koss (Filed Notification of Noncandidacy)

054 Peter M. Navis
W6910 SHERIDAN RD
ELKHORN,  53121

12/28/2023 12/29/2023 12/29/2023 12/29/2023 231 Approve

James B. Duquette
2703 Red Oak Ln
East Troy,  53120

12/04/2023 Deny

009 Estee E. Scholtz
N4236 COUNTY ROAD NN
ELKHORN,  53121

12/09/2023 12/12/2023 12/26/2023 12/19/2023 400 Approve

Office Subtotal : 3

Office : WAUKESHA COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT 
JUDGE BRANCH 2

Incumbent: Jennifer R. Dorow

056 Jennifer Dorow
108 KESTREL WAY
HARTLAND,  53029

11/15/2023 12/29/2023 01/04/2024 12/29/2023 291 Approve

Office Subtotal : 1

Office : WAUKESHA COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT 
JUDGE BRANCH 12

Incumbent: Laura Lau (Filed Notification of Noncandidacy)

005 Jack A. Pitzo
3695 MARY CLIFF LN
BROOKFIELD,  53005

07/10/2023 7/17/2023 12/05/2023 12/15/2023 396 Approve

Office Subtotal : 1
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Office : WAUPACA COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT JUDGE 
BRANCH 3

Incumbent: Raymond S. Huber

062 Raymond S. Huber
202 LAKESIDE DRIVE
CLINTONVILLE,  54929

11/09/2023 12/29/2023 01/03/2024 12/29/2023 396 Approve

Office Subtotal : 1

Office : WINNEBAGO COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT 
JUDGE BRANCH 1

Incumbent: Teresa S. Basiliere (Filed Notification of Noncandidacy)

064 Michael D. Rust
1267 MERRITT AVE
OSHKOSH,  54901

12/29/2023 12/29/2023 01/04/2024 12/29/2023 313 Approve

067 LaKeisha D. Haase
1061 W SOUTH PARK AVE
OSHKOSH,  54902

12/29/2023 1/2/2024 01/02/2024 01/02/2024 236 Approve

001 Eric R. Heywood
223 BOSWORTH LN
NEENAH,  54956

10/28/2023 10/30/2023 12/08/2023 12/08/2023 389 Approve

Office Subtotal : 3

Office : WOOD COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT JUDGE 
BRANCH 2

Incumbent: Nicholas J. Brazeau, Jr.

010 Nicholas J. Brazeau, Jr.
721 FOURTH STREET SOUTH
WISCONSIN RAPIDS,  54494

11/30/2023 12/20/2023 12/05/2023 12/20/2023 208 Approve

Office Subtotal : 1

Total Candidates : 75
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Wisconsin Elections Commission: Nomination Paper Review Guidelines 

Process Overview 

• Use a red pen to mark up the petition during the review process.

• Circle any piece of information on the petition page that is missing or problematic.

• Make a red check to the right of the row to indicate a signature should not be counted.

• Make a red question mark (?) to note questionable signatures that have been

counted or to note omitted information on signature line where that signature is still

able to be counted.

• Write the number of signatures counted on the upper, right-hand corner of each sheet.

Step 1:  Review the Header 

Overview:  The header of each petition page must contain all the required candidate 

information.  If any of the required information is missing, or incorrect, no signatures 

on that page can be counted.   

Required information: 

1. Name of candidate

2. Residential address of candidate

a. Street number and street name (P.O. box addresses are not

acceptable)

b. Municipality for voting purposes

c. State

3. Type of election

4. Election date

5. Title of office sought

6. Branch, district or seat number of office sought (if applicable)

7. Name of district in which candidate seeks office

Other information: 

1. Mailing address (only required if different than residential address or

voting municipality)

2. Zip code (may be present but not required)

Step 2:  Review the Certification of Circulator 

Overview:  The Certification of Circulator section is completed after the signatures 

on that page have been collected.  Each petition page must contain all the required 

circulator information, the circulator’s signature and a certification date that is on or 
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after the latest date of a signer.  If any of the required information is missing or 

incorrect, no signatures on that page may be counted.  If missing circulator 

information can be determined from another section of the petition page, the 

signatures on that page should be counted.  Most often this occurs when a circulator 

is also the candidate or has signed that page as an eligible elector. 

Residency of Circulator:  The circulator does not need to reside in the district 

represented by the candidate, nor do they need to be a resident of Wisconsin.  All 

circulators must be otherwise eligible to register to vote in Wisconsin (18 years of 

age, U.S. citizen, not serving any portion of a sentence for a felony offense).  They 

do not need to be registered to vote in Wisconsin or any other state to circulate 

nomination papers. 

Required information: 

1. Name of circulator - Signatures on the page should be counted if the 

circulator printed their name on the line meant for their signature. 

2. Address of circulator  

a. Street number, street name and municipality - If missing circulator 

address, including municipality, can be determined from another 

section of the petition page, the signatures on that page should be 

counted. 

b. State and zip code are not required. 

3. Date (month/day/year) – All signatures must be dated within the circulation 

period.  No signatures should be counted on a page where any portion of 

the date is missing. 

4. Signature of circulator – Signatures on the page should be counted if the 

circulator signed on the line that should have the printed name. 

Step 3: Review the Body of the Petition 

 Required information: 

1. Signature of elector 

a. Signature does not need be legible. 

b. Electors may sign with an “X” or other mark if that is their usual 

signature. 

c. Signature does not need to be cursive. 

2. Printed name of elector 

a. A printed name must be present in addition to the signature of the 

elector. 

b. If a possible printed name can be determined, the signature should 

be counted. 

22



c. If a printed name cannot be determined, the signature should be

struck from the petition.

3. Residential Address

a. Street name and street number or rural route are required.

b. Rural address must also include box or fire number.

c. P.O. boxes are only allowed if they are listed in addition to the

residential address information.  Signatures where only a P.O. box

has been provided should be counted if the municipality of residence

is entirely in the district.  Mark with a question mark.

d. Ditto marks are allowed if they follow a valid address and the signer

is using those marks to indicate they also reside at that address.

e. If all or part of the required address information of a signer is

missing but residency can be determined by information found in

another section of that specific petition page, that signature should

be counted.  This generally occurs when the signer is also the

candidate and/or the circulator and the missing information is in the

header or the certification section.  Indicate on the petition page

where that information is located.

4. Municipality of Residence

a. Municipality listed must be within the district represented by the

candidate.

b. Abbreviations are allowed (e.g. “FDL” for Fond Du Lac or “Milw” for

Milwaukee).

c. Ditto marks are allowed if they follow a valid municipality and the

signer is using those marks to indicate they also reside in the

municipality.

d. The Town/Village/City check box does not need to be checked.

e. If the municipality of residence was provided in the Residential

Address field, the signature should be counted.

f. If the municipality information of a signer is missing but residency

can be determined by information found in another section of that

specific petition page (most likely in the header or the Certification of

Circulator), that signature should be counted.  Indicate on the

petition page where that information is located.

5. Date of Signing

a. A complete date includes the month/date/year.

b. Date must be within the circulation period.

c. Date must be on or before the date the page was certified by the

circulator.
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d. Ditto marks are allowed if they follow a valid date and the signer is

using those marks to indicate they also signed on the same date.  If

ditto marks are used for the date of the last signer, the signature can

be counted if it follows a valid date.

e. A missing date can be bracketed ([  ]) if valid and complete dates

appear on the line above and the line below the signature line with

the missing date.

f. If the date of the first or last signer is incomplete, it cannot be

bracketed, and that signature should not be counted.

Step 4:  Count the Signatures 

1. Sort the petition by the number of valid signatures on each page before

determining the final number of valid signatures.

2. Place the pages with 10 counted signatures on top, followed by the

pages with 9, etc.

3. Use a tally sheet or calculator to determine the number of valid

signatures on the petition.

4. Determine if the number of valid signatures is sufficient for the office

sought.  Use the appropriate Ballot Access Checklist to determine the

signature threshold for the office sought:

a. County Non-partisan Candidates ELIS-3 

b. School District Candidates ELIS-5 

c. Municipal Candidates ELIS-7 

d. County Partisan Candidates ELIS-16 

e. Multi-jurisdictional Judge Candidates ELIS-18 
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8.10  Nominations for spring election. 
(1) Candidates for office to be filled at the spring election shall be nominated by nomination papers, or by

nomination papers and selection at the primary if a primary is held, except as provided for towns and
villages under s. 8.05. Unless designated in this section or s. 8.05, the general provisions pertaining to
nomination at the partisan primary apply.

(2) 
(a) Nomination papers for offices to be filled at the spring election may be circulated no sooner than December

1 preceding the election and may be filed no later than 5 p.m. on the first Tuesday in January preceding
the election, or the next day if Tuesday is a holiday, except as authorized in this paragraph. If an 
incumbent fails to file nomination papers and a declaration of candidacy by the time prescribed in this 
paragraph, all candidates for the office held by the incumbent, other than the incumbent, may file 
nomination papers no later than 72 hours after the latest time prescribed in this paragraph. No extension 
of the time for filing nomination papers applies if the incumbent files written notification with the filing 
officer or agency with whom nomination papers are filed for the office which the incumbent holds, no 
later than 5 p.m. on the 2nd Friday preceding the latest time prescribed in this paragraph for filing 
nomination papers, that the incumbent is not a candidate for reelection to his or her office, and the 
incumbent does not file nomination papers for that office within the time prescribed in this paragraph. 

(am) If, under par. (a), an incumbent holding local office files written notification that the incumbent is not a 
candidate for reelection to his or her office or fails to file a declaration of candidacy within the time 
prescribed in par. (a), the officer or body with whom the declaration of candidacy is required to be filed 
shall promptly provide public notice of that fact on the officer's or body's Internet site or, if the officer or 
body does not maintain an Internet site, by posting notices in at least 3 different locations within the 
jurisdiction that the officer or body serves. 

(b) Each nomination paper shall have substantially the following words printed at the top:
I, the undersigned, request that the name of (insert candidate's last name plus first name, nickname or 

initial, and middle name, former legal surname, nickname or middle initial or initials if desired, but no 
other abbreviations or titles), residing at (insert candidate's street address) be placed on the ballot at the 
(spring or special) election to be held on (date of election) as a candidate so that voters will have the 
opportunity to vote for (him or her) for the office of (name of office). I am eligible to vote in the (name of 
jurisdiction or district in which candidate seeks office). I have not signed the nomination paper of any 
other candidate for the same office at this election. 

(c) Each candidate shall include his or her mailing address on the candidate's nomination papers.
(3) The certification of a qualified circulator under s. 8.15 (4) (a) shall be appended to each nomination paper.

The number of required signatures on nomination papers filed under this section is as follows:
(a) For statewide offices, not less than 2,000 nor more than 4,000 electors.
(am) For court of appeals judges, not less than 1,000 nor more than 2,000 electors.
(b) For judicial offices not specified in pars. (a), (am), and (c), not less than 200 nor more than 400 electors.
(c) For judicial offices in counties over 750,000 population, not less than 1,000 nor more than 2,000 electors.
(cm) For county executives in counties over 750,000 population, not less than 2,000 nor more than 4,000

electors.
(cs) For comptrollers in counties with a population of at least 750,000, not less than 500 nor more than 1,000 

electors. 
(d) For county executives in counties between 100,000 and 750,000 population, not less than 500 nor more

than 1,000 electors.
(e) For county executives in counties under 100,000 population, not less than 200 nor more than 400 electors.
(f) For supervisors in counties over 750,000 population, not less than 200 nor more than 400 electors.
(g) For supervisors in counties between 100,000 and 750,000 population, not less than 100 nor more than 200

electors, except as provided in sub. (3m).
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(h) For supervisors in counties under 100,000 population, not less than 20 nor more than 100 electors. 
(hm) For members of the metropolitan sewerage commission in districts over 1,000,000 population, not less 

than 1,000 nor more than 2,000 electors, in districts over 200,000 but not over 1,000,000 population, not 
less than 200 nor more than 400 electors, and in districts not over 200,000 population, not less than 100 
nor more than 200 electors. 

(i) For city offices in 1st class cities, not less than 1,500 nor more than 3,000 electors for city-wide offices, not 
less than 200 nor more than 400 electors for alderpersons elected from aldermanic districts and not less 
than 400 nor more than 800 electors for members of the board of school directors elected from election 
districts. 

(j) Except as provided in par. (jm), for city offices in 2nd and 3rd class cities, not less than 200 nor more than 
400 electors for city-wide offices and not less than 20 nor more than 40 electors for alderpersons elected 
from aldermanic districts. 

(jm) For city offices in 2nd and 3rd class cities, not less than 100 nor more than 200 electors for alderpersons 
who are not elected from aldermanic districts. 

(k) For city offices in 4th class cities, not less than 50 nor more than 100 for city-wide offices and not less than 
20 nor more than 40 electors for alderpersons elected from aldermanic districts. 

(km) 
1. Except as provided in subd. 2. and subject to sub. (3s), for school district officer in any school district that 

contains territory lying within a 2nd class city, not less than 100 nor more than 200 electors. 
2. For a school district officer in any school district described in subd. 1., not less than 20 and not more than 

100 signatures if the annual meeting or the school board of the school district adopts a resolution to 
reduce the number of required signatures and if, on the date that the annual meeting or school board acts 
under this subdivision, the territory of the school district lying within one or more 2nd class cities is less 
than or equal to 10 percent of the territory of the school district. 

(ks) For school district officer in any school district which does not contain territory lying within a 1st or 2nd 
class city, if nomination papers are required under s. 120.06 (6) (a), not less than 20 nor more than 100 
electors. 

(L) For other offices, not less than 20 nor more than 100 electors. 
(3m) The county board of any county having a population of at least 100,000 but not more than 750,000 may 

provide by ordinance that the number of required signatures on nomination papers for the office of county 
supervisor in the county is not less than 50 nor more than 200 electors. A county that enacts such an 
ordinance may repeal the ordinance at a later date. Any ordinance changing the number of signatures 
under this subsection takes effect on November 15 following enactment of the ordinance. 

(3s)  
(a) For a school district that does not contain any territory lying within a 2nd class city on April 18, 2018, the 

signature requirement for school district officer under sub. (3) (km) 1. first applies to a candidate for the 
office of school district officer filled in the 2nd spring election that follows the effective date of the event 
that causes the school district to have territory that lies within a 2nd class city. 

(b) For a school district that has, by resolution, reduced the number of signatures required on nomination 
papers as permitted under sub. (3) (km) 2., the signature requirement for school district officer under 
sub. (3) (km) 1. first applies to a candidate for the office of school district officer filed in the 2nd spring 
election that follows the date of the event that causes the territory of the school district lying within one or 
more 2nd class cities to be greater than 10 percent of the territory of the school district. 

(4)  
(a) All signers on each nomination paper shall reside in the jurisdiction or district which the candidate named 

on the paper will represent, if elected. 
(b) Only one signature per person for the same office is valid. In addition to his or her signature, in order for 

the signature to be valid, each signer of a nomination paper shall legibly print his or her name in a space 
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provided next to his or her signature and shall list his or her municipality of residence for voting purposes, 
the street and number, if any, on which the signer resides, and the date of signing. 

(5) Nomination papers shall be accompanied by a declaration of candidacy under s. 8.21. If a candidate has 
not filed a registration statement under s. 11.0202 (1) (a) at the time he or she files nomination papers, the 
candidate shall file the statement with the papers. A candidate for state office or municipal judge shall 
also file a statement of economic interests with the ethics commission under s. 19.43 (4) no later than 4:30 
p.m. on the 3rd day following the last day for filing nomination papers under sub. (2) (a), or no later than 
4:30 p.m. on the next business day after the last day whenever that candidate is granted an extension of 
time for filing nomination papers under sub. (2) (a). 

(6) Nomination papers shall be filed: 
(a) For state offices or seats on a metropolitan sewerage commission, if the commissioners are elected under 

s. 200.09 (11) (am), in the office of the elections commission. 
(b) For county offices, in the office of the county clerk or board of election commissioners. 
(bm) For municipal judge, if the judge is elected under s. 755.01 (4), in the office of the county clerk or board 

of election commissioners of the county having the largest portion of the population in the jurisdiction 
served by the judge. 

(c) For city offices and other offices voted for exclusively within the municipality, except the office of county 
supervisor, in the office of the municipal clerk or board of election commissioners. 

(d) For school district offices to be voted for within more than one municipality, with the person designated by 
the school board as the filing official for their school district. 

History: 1971 c. 304 s. 29 (1), (2); 1973 c. 280; 1973 c. 334 s. 57; 1975 c. 93, 328, 422; 1977 c. 187, 340, 427, 445, 449; 1979 c. 
221, 249, 260, 355; 1983 a. 484; 1985 a. 89, 304; 1989 a. 88, 290; 1993 a. 140, 184, 266; 1995 a. 16 s. 2; 1999 a. 
150 s. 672; 1999 a. 182; 2001 a. 103; 2005 a. 451; 2007 a. 1; 2011 a. 62, 75; 2013 a. 160, 174; 2015 a. 117, 118; 2017 a. 
207 s. 5; 2017 a. 321, 366; 2021 a. 33. 

Cross-reference: See also ss. EL 2.05, 2.07, and 6.04, Wis. adm. code. 
A petitioner who timely filed with the county clerk rather than with the State Elections Board under former sub. (6) (a), 1975 stats., 

was barred from the ballot. State ex rel. Ahlgrimm v. State Elections Board, 82 Wis. 2d 585, 263 N.W.2d 152 (1978). 
 

 
8.30  Candidates ineligible for ballot placement. 
(1)  Except as otherwise provided in this section, the official or agency with whom declarations of candidacy 

are required to be filed may refuse to place the candidate's name on the ballot if any of the following 
apply: 

(a) The nomination papers are not prepared, signed, and executed as required under this chapter. 
(b) It conclusively appears, either on the face of the nomination papers offered for filing, or by admission of 

the candidate or otherwise, that the candidate is ineligible to be nominated or elected. 
(c) The candidate, if elected, could not qualify for the office sought within the time allowed by law for 

qualification because of age, residence, or other impediment. 
(2) If no registration statement has been filed by or on behalf of a candidate for state or local office in 

accordance with s. 11.0202 (1) (a) by the applicable deadline for filing nomination papers by such 
candidate, or the deadline for filing a declaration of candidacy for an office for which nomination papers 
are not filed, the name of the candidate may not appear on the ballot. This subsection may not be 
construed to exempt a candidate from applicable penalties if he or she files a registration statement later 
than the time prescribed in s. 11.0202 (1) (a). 

(2m) The official or agency with whom nomination papers and declarations of candidacy are required to be 
filed shall not place a candidate's name on the ballot if the candidate's name is ineligible for ballot 
placement under s. 5.05 (2m) (d) 2., 15.61 (3), or 19.49 (2) (c) 2. 
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(3) The official or agency with whom declarations of candidacy are required to be filed may not place a
candidate's name on the ballot if the official or agency is prohibited from doing so under s. 19.43 (4) or an
ordinance adopted under s. 19.59 (3) (b).

(4) The official or agency with whom a declaration of candidacy is required to be filed may not place a
candidate's name on the ballot if the candidate fails to file a declaration of candidacy within the time
prescribed under s. 8.21.

History: 1975 c. 93; 1979 c. 120, 328; 1979 c. 355 ss. 28, 29; 1983 a. 484; 1985 a. 304; 1987 a. 391; 2001 a. 109; 2005 a. 
149, 177; 2007 a. 1; 2015 a. 117, 118. 

Cross-reference: See also ss. EL 2.09 and 2.11, Wis. adm. code. 
A petitioner who timely filed with the county clerk rather than with the State Elections Board under former s. 8.10 (6) (a), 1975 

stats., was barred from the ballot. State ex rel. Ahlgrimm v. State Elections Board, 82 Wis. 2d 585, 263 N.W.2d 152 (1978). 
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DATE: For the January 9, 2024, Commission Meeting 

TO: Members, Wisconsin Elections Commission 

FROM: Brandon Hunzicker 
Staff Attorney 

SUBJECT: Ballot Access Challenge Adam Kaney v. Jesse Leichsenring, EL 24–03 

Introduction: The Commission received a sworn challenge against Jesse Leichsenring’s nomination papers by 
Adam Kaney on Friday, January 5. On Friday at 4:13 p.m., Commission staff sent a copy of the complaint to Mr. 
Leichsenring via electronic mail to jleichsenring@yahoo.com. This is the email address Mr. Leichsenring 
provided as part of his contact information when he submitted his nomination papers, and staff have since received 
correspondence from him at this email address. On Monday, January 8, at 3:29 p.m., Commission staff contacted 
Mr. Leichsenring via email to remind him there was one hour remaining for him to submit a response to this 
challenge. At 3:46 p.m., Mr. Leichsenring confirmed his intent to speak at the January 9 Commission meeting 
but did not respond to staff’s comment regarding his response. At 3:51 p.m., staff asked Mr. Leichsenring via 
email if he was going to submit a written response to the challenge. At 3:58 p.m., Mr. Leichsenring responded 
via email and stated he had not realized staff sent an email with the challenge on Friday, and that he would not be 
able to submit a written response before 4:30 p.m. No response was received from Mr. Leichsenring before the 
4:30 p.m. deadline. Both Mr. Leichsenring and Mr. Kaney have confirmed that they will appear before the 
Commission during the meeting. The challenge material, and the email exchange described in the paragraph, 
follows this memo.  

This memo will list the relevant information concerning the office, nomination papers, and the challenge, and 
then discuss the challenges by category.  

Office Sought:  Sauk County Circuit Court Judge, Branch 3 
Signatures Required: 200–400 
Gross Signatures:  202 
After Staff Review:   190 
After Correcting Affidavits:  200 
Signatures Challenged: 4 
Final Staff Recommendation: 197 

Discussion: Adam Kaney challenged 4 individual signatures, 3 regarding address issues and 1 regarding elector 
qualifications. Staff recommend accepting the address challenges but rejecting the qualification challenge under 
the clear and convincing evidence standard of Wis. Admin. Code § EL 2.07(4).  
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1. The challenge alleges that the address on line 3 of page 17 (copied below this paragraph) is not within
Sauk County but rather is in Dane County. The challenger showed clear and convincing evidence that
the address listed, 6885 Taylor Rd, Roxbury lies in Dane County, which is outside of the district. Staff
looked up the address using Legislative District Viewer on Legislature's website and found it to lie
within Dane County. Because the address is outside of the district, this signature cannot be counted since
the singer is not a qualified elector of the district. Wis. Admin. Code s. EL 2.05(6) &(15)(e). See also
the signatory requirements in Wis. Stat. s. 8.10(2)(b) & (4).

2. The challenge alleges that the addresses on line 10 of page 17 and line 8 of page 19 (copied below this
paragraph) do not exist within the district. The challenger showed clear and convincing evidence that no
such addresses as written exist within the district. Staff attempted to find both addresses, 319 Reedburg
Road and 302 South Reedsburg, WI on Google Maps, the Legislative District Viewer website, and the
Sauk County GIS website, and could not find such addresses, even when accounting for minor spelling
errors (Reedburg taken as Reedsburg). Thus, the challenger has met the burden that the signers are not
qualified electors of the district because there is no evidence that such addresses exist within the district.
Because no such addresses were found within the district, the signatures cannot be counted since the
singers are not shown to be qualified electors of the district. Wis. Admin. Code § EL 2.05(6) &(15)(e).
See also signatory requirements in Wis. Stat. § 8.10(2)(b) & (4).

3. The challenge alleges that the signer of line 7 on page 9 (copied below this paragraph) is not a qualified
elector due to a felony conviction. There is a felon record in WisVote with a matching name, but this
alone cannot confirm this allegation because the address in WisVote, which is 809 8th St. Baraboo, WI,
is different than what is provided on the nomination paper and in the challenge documents.

However, looking at the CCAP material submitted with the complaint (on page 18), two steps of
reasoning could lead to a finding that the challenger met the clear and convincing evidence burden. Sauk
County Case 2022CM000597 includes an address of a Jeremy A Giese at 1013 8th St. # 104 Baraboo,
WI 53965. The nomination paper says only 1013 8th St. Baraboo, but this is very likely the same
address. A separate case, Dodge County Case 2022CF000029, regarding an individual with the same
name and birthdate was found guilty of a class H felony on 9/20/2022 and sentenced to 4 years.

While it may be reasonable to assume that the individual with the same name and birthdate connected to
the same address is the same person in these two cases, there is a more fundamental issue that the
challenger has not addressed. The nomination paper does not contain a birthdate, and staff can see no
way to rule out the possibility that this individual may have a relative with the same name living at the
same address who is eligible to register to vote and vote. Though it may seem probable that it is the
same individual, the relatively common practice of identical family names leads staff to believe that this
challenge fails to meet the burden of clear and convincing evidence because of the failure to clearly
establish that the individual who signed the nomination paper is the same person who was convicted of
the felony offense.

Thus, staff believe that this signature should be presumed valid under Wis. Admin. Code § EL 2.05(4)
and that challenge should not be sustained under the elector qualification statute of Wis. Stat. s.
6.03(1)(b). See also Wis. Stat. s. 8.10(2)(b) and Wis. Admin. Code s. 2.05(15)(e).
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Recommended Motion 1: The Commission sustains three challenges within Adam Kaney v. Jesse 
Leichsenring (EL 23-44) and rejects one challenge in accordance with the staff recommendations contained in 
this memo. The Commission finds that Jesse Leichsenring submitted 197 valid signatures on his nomination 
papers. The Commission thus denies ballot access to Jesse Leichsenring for submitting less than the minimum 
number of 200 required signatures on his nomination papers.  
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STATE OF WISCONSIN 
WISCONSIN ELECTION COMMISSION 

Adam Kaney, 

Complainant, 

Against  

JESSE LEICHSENRING, 

Respondent. 

VERIFIED COMPLAINT 

I, Adam Kaney, upon information, personal knowledge, and belief, hereby allege and swear as 

follows: 

1. This Complaint is brought against Jesse Leichsenring (aka Jerold Leichsenring) pursuant to

the Wisconsin Statues and Administrative Code that govern the standards related to

nomination papers and the challenges to them.

2. I am a qualified elector in and resident of the State of Wisconsin.

3. The Respondent, Jesse Leichsenring Wisconsin Elections Commission Receipt Number

071 and Committee ID Number 0105641, lists his residential address at 602 5th Avenue,

in the City of Baraboo, Wisconsin Zip Code 53913 on his nomination form.
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4. On or about January 2, 2024, Respondent filed nomination papers with the Wisconsin

Elections Commission to be placed on the April 2, 2024 ballot for Sauk County Circuit

Judge, Branch 3. As of the filing deadline on January 2, The Respondent’s nomination

papers were shown, on tracking documents posted on the Wisconsin Elections

Commission (WEC) website (https://elections.wi.gov/elections Nomination Paper

Tracking as of 01.02.2024 at 525 pm.pdf)  to have 190 signatures as determined by initial

review of the WEC staff. That is below the threshold needed (200) for ballot access.

5. Subsequently, it appears the Respondent corrected 10 signatures and, as of January 5,

2024 he is listed on the WEC website with a total of exactly 200 signatures.

6. Upon further examination, Respondent’s nomination papers contain deficiencies,

including signers who live outside the district, signers who indicated an address that does

not exist as their residential address, and a signer who is not a qualified elector.

7. Respondent’s nomination papers contain a total of  4 (four) signatures with

insufficiencies, bringing the total number of valid signatures below the 200 signature

threshold required to be placed on the ballot for Circuit Court Judge.
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Ⅰ  ELECTOR LIVES OUTSIDE THE DISTRICT 

8. Wisconsin Statute 8.10.(4) (a) states that “All signers on each nomination paper shall

reside in the jurisdiction or district which the candidate named on the paper will

represent, if elected.” In Respondent’s nomination papers, Page 17, Line 3 the elector

lists his address as 6885 Taylor Road in the village of Roxbury.

9. District non residency was determined utilizing the “MyVote Wisconsin” website and by a

map of the district showing the address is located in Dane rather than Sauk County (the

District), per the direction of the Wisconsin Elections Commission. (Wisconsin Elections

Commission, Nomination Paper Challenges (Jan. 2018) page 7).
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Ⅱ  ELECTORS LIST ADDRESSES THAT DO NOT EXIST 

10. Wisconsin Statute 8.10(4) (b) requires that a signer of a nomination paper “shall list his or 

her municipality of residence for voting purposes, the street and number, if any, on 

which the signer resides, and the date of signing.”  

11. On Page 17, Line 10 the signer lists his address as 319 Reedburg Road. The signer did not 

indicate whether that address is in the Town or City of “Reedburg.” 
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12. According to the Sauk County Ascent Land Records Suite (Sauk County Property Search) 

(https://lrs.co.sauk.wi.us/AscentLandRecords/PropertyListing/RealEstateTaxParcel#/Sear

ch) there is no “Reedburg” Road in the City of Reedsburg and only one address on 

Reedsburg Road, namely E6977 East Reedsburg Road. 
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13. According to the Sauk County Property Search there is no “Reedburg” Road in the town 

of Reedsburg. 

 

 

14. According to Sauk County Property Search, there is a “Reedsburg Road” in the Town of 

Reedsburg but no “319 Reedsburg Road.” 
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15. On Page 19, Line 8, of the Respondent’s nomination papers, the signer lists his street

address as “302 South” or possibly “302 South Reedsburg” in the Town of Reedsburg.

16. According to the Sauk County Ascent Land Records Suite (Sauk County Property Search)

(https://lrs.co.sauk.wi.us/AscentLandRecords/PropertyListing/RealEstateTaxParcel#/Sear

ch) neither South Reedsburg or South exist in the town of Reedsburg.
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Ⅲ ELECTOR IS NOT QUALIFIED TO VOTE 

17. Wisconsin Statutes 6.03 (1) (b) and 304.078 (3) “disqualify from voting any person

convicted of a felony. A person is ineligible to vote until he or she is pardoned for the

crime or until he or she completes his or her sentence including any term of

imprisonment, extended supervision, parole, or probation for the crime that led to the

disqualification.” (Wisconsin Legislative Council Issue Brief, October 2019).

18. On Page 9, Line 7 of the Respondent’s Nomination Paper, the signer is currently on

probation for a felony conviction as established by the publicly available court records
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showing  his name, address, and status included in this complaint in Appendix A. 

Ⅳ SUMMARY 

19. Respondent is currently shown as having exactly 200 valid signatures, the minimum

signatures need to be placed on the ballot for Circuit Court. Respondent’s nomination

papers contained a total of 4 (four) signatures with insufficiencies bringing the total

number of valid signatures below the 200 signatures threshold. The contested signatures

are contained in the complaint above, accompanied by an explanation of their

insufficiency as well as documentation both in the complaint and in the incorporated

appendix.
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20. Complainant respectfully submits that the foregoing facts warrant the Commission’s

attention, and the Commission should take prompt action to eliminate from the

nomination papers filed by Respondent all signatures that are insufficient or do not

comply with the Wisconsin Statues and Administrative Code that govern the standards

related to  nomination papers.

20. Complainant reserves the right to amend this complaint with additional information.
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Appendix A 

Documentation of Ineligible Voter 
Page 9, Line 7 

Leichsenring Nomination Papers 
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Hunzicker, Brandon L - ELECTIONS

From: Hunzicker, Brandon L - ELECTIONS
Sent: Monday, January 8, 2024 4:17 PM
To: Jerold Leichsenring
Subject: RE: Challenge EL 24-03, Kaney v. Leichsenring, Received by the Wisconsin Elections Commission

Yes, we will look for your name on the Zoom meeting and allow you to speak when the Commission is ready to 
hear your presentation. Please use this Zoom link to join the meeting: 
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/81932681110?pwd=ParR05IFQqyZXCGAD8pIkaTIUJL7Jw.CTt9iiuSPMCPqndL. 
This link and the notice for the meeting are available on our website here: Ballot Access Meeting 1/9/2024 | 
Wisconsin Elections Commission. I would recommend joining the meeting at 8 a.m. and believe that the 
Commission will address the challenge relatively soon after beginning. Please email me tomorrow if you have 
any difficulty joining the meeting.  

Sincerely,  

Brandon Hunzicker 
Staff Attorney 
Wisconsin Elections Commission 
201 West Washington Avenue 
P.O. Box 7984 
Madison, WI  53707-7984 
brandon.hunzicker@wisconsin.gov 

From: Jerold Leichsenring <jleichsenring@yahoo.com>  
Sent: Monday, January 8, 2024 3:58 PM 
To: Hunzicker, Brandon L - ELECTIONS <brandon.hunzicker@wisconsin.gov> 
Subject: Re: Challenge EL 24-03, Kaney v. Leichsenring, Received by the Wisconsin Elections Commission 

CAUTION: This email originated from outside the organization. 
Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. 

I just got out of court and didn't realize you had sent an email on friday. I don't believe I will be able to submit a written 
response before 4:30. I am reviewing the challenge right now.  

1. Your name as it would appear in Zoom and the name of anyone representing you- Jesse L. Leichsenring- I will
appear on my own behalf.
2. Your phone number- 608-448-8587
3. An indication of whether you or someone else will be speaking at the meeting- I will speak.
4. An indication of whether you will join via Zoom or call in by phone- Zoom is fine

a. If joining via Zoom, the name of the person who will be presenting must be entered in Zoom exactly as
indicated- I will speak.

Let me know if all this is acceptable. Thank you.  

-JLL
On Monday, January 8, 2024 at 03:51:47 PM CST, Hunzicker, Brandon L - ELECTIONS
<brandon.hunzicker@wisconsin.gov> wrote:
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Yes. Please just send me this information: 

1. Your name as it would appear in Zoom and the name of anyone representing you

2. Your phone number

3. An indication of whether you or someone else will be speaking at the meeting

4. An indication of whether you will join via Zoom or call in by phone

a. If joining via Zoom, the name of the person who will be presenting must be entered in Zoom exactly as indicated
above. Otherwise, we will not know who to unmute when it comes time to present.

b. If joining by phone the phone number of the person presenting must be the same as the number provided above.

Will you also be submitting a written response to the challenge? 

Sincerely, 

Brandon Hunzicker 

Staff Attorney 

Wisconsin Elections Commission 

201 West Washington Avenue 

P.O. Box 7984 

Madison, WI  53707-7984 

brandon.hunzicker@wisconsin.gov 

From: Jerold Leichsenring <jleichsenring@yahoo.com>  
Sent: Monday, January 8, 2024 3:46 PM 
To: Hunzicker, Brandon L - ELECTIONS <brandon.hunzicker@wisconsin.gov> 
Cc: Sharpe, Angela B - ELECTIONS <angela.sharpe@wisconsin.gov>; Wolfe, Meagan - ELECTIONS 
<Meagan.Wolfe@wisconsin.gov> 
Subject: Re: Challenge EL 24-03, Kaney v. Leichsenring, Received by the Wisconsin Elections Commission 

CAUTION: This email originated from outside the organization. 
Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. 
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May I speak via zoom? I would like to do that. 

-Jesse

Sent from Yahoo Mail for iPhone 

On Monday, January 8, 2024, 3:28 PM, Hunzicker, Brandon L - ELECTIONS 
<brandon.hunzicker@wisconsin.gov> wrote: 

Dear Mr. Leichsenring, 

There is still one hour remaining to submit a response to the challenge provided below. I am 
writing to ask if you are intending to speak at the Commission meeting tomorrow morning. If so, 
please let me know before the 4:30 deadline. 

Sincerely,  

Brandon Hunzicker 
Staff Attorney 
Wisconsin Elections Commission 
201 West Washington Avenue 
P.O. Box 7984 
Madison, WI  53707-7984 
brandon.hunzicker@wisconsin.gov 

From: Hunzicker, Brandon L - ELECTIONS  
Sent: Friday, January 5, 2024 4:13 PM 
To: 'jleichsenring@yahoo.com' <jleichsenring@yahoo.com> 
Cc: Sharpe, Angela B - ELECTIONS <angela.sharpe@wisconsin.gov>; Wolfe, Meagan - ELECTIONS 
<Meagan.Wolfe@wisconsin.gov> 
Subject: Challenge EL 24-03, Kaney v. Leichsenring, Received by the Wisconsin Elections Commission 
Importance: High 

Dear Mr. Leichenring, 

The Wisconsin Elections Commission has received a challenge to your nomination papers. I have 
attached the challenge along with a notice letter that describes the challenge procedures. Your 
sworn response will be due by 4:30 p.m. on Monday, January 8, and can be sent by email. The 
Commission will meet on Tuesday, January 9, to determine the challenge, and options for appearing 
before the Commission are described in the letter. Please let me know if you have any questions. 

Sincerely, 

Brandon Hunzicker 
Staff Attorney 
Wisconsin Elections Commission 
201 West Washington Avenue 
P.O. Box 7984 
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Madison, WI  53707-7984 
brandon.hunzicker@wisconsin.gov  
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Date:  January 5, 2024 
To:  Jesse Leichsenring   
From: WEC Staff  
Re:  Challenge to Your Nomination Papers Filed 

Sent via Email to jleichsenring@yahoo.com 

Dear Mr. Leichsenring: 

This letter is in regard to a complaint filed with the Wisconsin Elections Commission that challenges aspects of 
your nomination papers. The challenge to your nomination papers will be heard and decided by the WEC 
at its January 9, 2024, meeting to determine ballot access of candidates for the Spring Primary on 
February 20, 2024. The meeting will begin at 8:00 a.m. and be held virtually, via Zoom.  

If you wish to contest the challenge to your nomination papers, you should file a sworn response to the 
challenge with the Commission, and you may appear at the Commission’s Zoom meeting on January 9. 
Wis. Admin. Code EL § 2.07(2). A sworn response to the challenge is due by 4:30 p.m., three calendar days 
after the challenge to your nomination papers is filed. Wis. Admin. Code EL § 2.07(2)(b). The challenge was 
filed on January 5, 2024, leading to a filing deadline for your response of 4:30 p.m. on Monday, January 8. 

Your response may be filed by delivering a copy, or, preferably, emailing it to the Wisconsin Elections 
Commission. For in-person delivery, please drop the complaint off with a staff member at 201 W. Washington 
Avenue, 2nd Floor, Madison, Wisconsin 53703. For email delivery, please send the response to both 
brandon.hunzicker@wisonsin.gov and angela.sharpe@wisconsin.gov. Please include in the email any requests 
to appear before the Commission and any procedural points of order you plan to raise at the meeting. 

A written response to a challenge should identify the nomination paper page and line number of the signature 
that has been challenged and must rebut the reasons for the challenge. 

A written response to a challenge must be verified. A verified response is a response that the respondent (or 
other affiant) swears, under oath, is true based on the personal knowledge or information and belief of the 
respondent (or other affiant). The oath must be sworn to before a notary or other person authorized to 
administer oaths. Banks, UPS Stores, and attorneys can generally help you to have your response sworn by a 
public notary. Other individuals may also be qualified to administer oaths to swear your response. Remember to 
bring your photo ID when you have your response sworn. Your response may also be accompanied by affidavits 
or other documentation supporting your response. 

In addition to filing a written response, a challenged candidate may appear, or may send a representative to 
appear, before the Commission to explain why the challenge ought to be rejected. The parties will be given the 
opportunity to present arguments in favor of the challenge and in response to the challenge. The challenger and 
the candidate, or their respective representatives, will each receive five minutes for the presentation. 
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If you choose to appear before the Commission, please let us know in writing by 4:30 p.m. Monday, January 8, 
preferably within the email that transmits your response. Please provide: 

1. Your name and the name of anyone representing you
2. Your phone number
3. An indication of whether you or someone else will be speaking at the meeting
4. An indication of whether you will join via Zoom or call in by phone

a. If joining via Zoom, the name of the person who will be presenting must be entered in Zoom
exactly as indicated above. Otherwise, we will not know who to unmute when it comes time to
present.

b. If joining by phone, the phone number of the person presenting must be the same as the number
provided above.

If you send the appearance information described above, we will respond by sending instructions for joining the 
meeting via zoom and phone, as well as what time to appear.  

Please also submit any procedural points of order that you plan to raise orally at the Commission meeting in 
writing along with your response and request to appear before the Commission. The Commission will consider 
all written challenge and response arguments received by the appropriate filing deadline. In its discretion, the 
Commission may not consider any non-procedural arguments raised orally that were not raised in the challenge 
or response by the filing deadline.  

The Commission recommends reviewing the published manual titled “Nomination Paper Challenges” prior to 
responding to a challenge. The manual generally outlines the challenge process, but also includes prior 
Commission decisions on common challenges, and can be found here: 
Common%20Nomination%20Paper%20Challenges_Final%20%281_2018%29.pdf (wi.gov).   

Candidates should familiarize themselves with Chapter 8 of the Wisconsin Statutes, 
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/statutes/statutes/8, and Wisconsin Administrative Code Chapter EL 2, 
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/code/admin_code/el/2, which govern nomination papers, nominations, and 
challenge procedure. Wis. Admin. Code §§ EL 2.05 and 2.07 are the rules governing the treatment and 
sufficiency of nomination papers and challenges to nomination papers. 

Wis. Admin. Code § EL 2.05 sets forth the standards for determining whether nomination papers comply with 
Chapter 8 of the Wisconsin Statutes and Wis. Admin. Code § EL 2.07 sets forth the bases for challenges to 
those nomination papers. Wis. Admin. Code § EL 2.05(4) provides that "[a]ny information on a nomination 
paper is entitled to a presumption of validity," and under Wis. Admin. Code § EL 2.07(3)(a) “[t]he burden is on 
the challenger to establish any insufficiency” but if the challenge meets this burden, the burden shifts to the 
challenged candidate to establish sufficiency.  

If you have any further questions, please feel free to contact me at brandon.hunzicker@wisonsin.gov 
or at 608-267-0714.  

Sincerely, 

WISCONSIN ELECTIONS COMMISSION 

Brandon Hunzicker 
Staff Attorney 
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