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Is it  spring yet?
No matter the weather, the Spring Election will be here soon.
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voters. Short videos can be a great addition to
your voter outreach toolkit – if produced well,
they can be easy to understand, informative,
and – most importantly – deliver information in
an engaging way.

Needless to say, producing engaging videos can be time-consuming and
cost prohibitive. In part to provide a video resource free-of-charge to
clerks and others, the WEC spent the better part of 2022 working with a
Madison-based video production company to produce a series of short
and engaging videos about how the election process works in Wisconsin,
from start to finish. The series is called Elections 101, and if you haven’t
already, you can check it out at elections.wi.gov/101.

While the videos live at elections.wi.gov/101, they are also available in a
readily-shareable format, including download, on the WEC’s Vimeo page.
You can view the Elections 101 video showcase, which contains all four
Elections 101 videos and the 30-second official trailer, on Vimeo. You can
also copy and paste the showcase link or individual videos to your own
social media pages or embed the video series on your own website.

If you have an idea about a clerk or another election official who
we should write about in our WEC Newsletter clerk feature series,
please let us know.

Maybe that person is you! If so, please reach out to
riley.vetterkind@wisconsin.gov and we’d be happy to touch base.
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Reporting Potential Election Fraud Part of
Clerk's Role
Municipal clerks are entrusted with administering fair, accessible, and
transparent elections and have a statutory duty (Wis Stat. § 7.15(1)(g))
to report suspected election frauds, irregularities, or violations.

If you have knowledge of any suspected election frauds, irregularities, or
violations, you should report it to your county's District Attorney (DA). If
you report something to the DA, you are required to copy the Wisconsin
Elections Commission (elections@wi.gov) on the email, forward a copy
of the referral, or send us a copy of anything sent by mail.

The statute doesn’t provide details on how a DA referral should be
made, and clerks should contact their DA’s office for guidance.

The WEC prepares an annual report for the Legislature summarizing
clerk referrals.

As always, WEC staff members are here to assist you in fulfilling your
obligations to protect the integrity of elections and ensure public
confidence in the election process.
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Processing A/B Ballots
The April 2 Presidential Preference Primary is coming soon! If you have a 
registered military or overseas voter (also known as UOCAVA voters), 
you may have an A and B ballot situation. State and federal law requires 
that UOCAVA voters receive their absentee ballot at least 45 days 
before any election with a federal office. This deadline fell before the 
February 20, 2024 Spring Primary, and therefore UOCAVA voters were 
sent an “A” ballot containing only the Presidential Preference election 
before military and temporary overseas voters will be sent a “B” ballot 
containing all of the federal, state, and local contests.

Processing your A and B ballots does require a little more organization, 
and WEC staff have put together suggested practices to better help 
your poll workers on Election Day. You can find the suggested 
procedures here.
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ElectEd
What you need to know about the new elections
learning platform
ElectEd, the replacement for The Learning Center (TLC), launched on
Jan. 12. Thank you to everyone who has been in the system and pointed
out concerns and issues. Your patience is much appreciated as we all
get used to the change.

Here are some things to keep in mind about ElectEd:

It is now the only way to report clerk training to WEC and clerks
are responsible for making sure they take the needed steps for
their training to get recorded

It is optional for poll workers; clerks are responsible for managing
and troubleshooting poll worker accounts and issues

Anyone who needs an account in ElectEd must have their own
active email address

In response to your feedback, we are working to
improve the platform. Here are some things on the list:

Training completions not resetting when users go back in to review

Offline trainings and events populating to user profiles as trainings
and not just hours completed

Progress percentages matching training completion

The speed has improved dramatically and we are continuing to review
options for quick loading and fewer timeouts. We have also published a
manual for ElectEd in the Non-WisVote Manuals training.

If you have not yet logged in to ElectEd, please do so and if you need
access, just fill out a request form and email it to elections@wi.gov.

https://electiontraining.wi.gov/group/10391
https://elections.wi.gov/wec-form/request-add-authorized-users-elected
mailto:elections@wi.gov


Absentee Sheet Labels
Ballots go out to voters by March 12

Some clerks have reported formatting issues when printing sheets
of absentee labels.

When you go to print, check the print settings.

Switch the default 8.3 x 10.5 to 8.5 x 11 and make sure to select Fit to
Printable Area in the scaling area so they print correctly.
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New Legislative Maps
We understand that clerks are awaiting information from WEC about
our plan for implementing new state legislative maps in WisVote after
Gov. Tony Evers signed them into law Feb. 20.

What we can tell you is the implementation process will take time, and
there are important unresolved questions remaining.



The new law is distinct from an ongoing
court case over redistricting. While the
new law may lead to resolution of the
court case, that hasn’t happened yet,
and the Wisconsin Supreme Court could
issue further instructions regarding how
and when the new maps are
implemented.

The new law provides that the maps
take effect for the November General
Election. Gov. Evers has asked the state
Supreme Court to clarify if the maps will
be used for any special elections prior
to November.

Detailed geospatial data and maps have been posted on the
Legislative Technical Services Bureau's (LTSB) website.

So, what’s the bottom line? Please be patient as there are still
unresolved questions and an open court case. We will keep you
updated as new information becomes available.
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E na b l e  mul t i -f a c t o r
a ut he nt i c a t i o n,
r e g ul a r l y up d a t e
p a sswo r d s, a nd  b e
c a ut i o us o f  susp i c i o us
e ma i l s r e q ue st i ng
se nsi t i ve  i nf o r ma t i o n
o r  ur g e nt  a c t i o n.

Email Account Compromise
In today's interconnected world, email account compromise poses a
significant threat to our digital security. Cybercriminals employ
sophisticated tactics to gain unauthorized access to our email accounts,
potentially leading to identity theft, financial loss, and reputational
damage. Even if an email comes from someone you know, it may have
already been compromised. Verify any unexpected email that directs
you to open a link, enter a password, or download an attachment by
contacting the sender by phone.

It is essential to remain vigilant and
take proactive steps to safeguard
our email accounts. Enable multi-
factor authentication, regularly
update passwords, and be cautious
of suspicious emails requesting
sensitive information or urgent
action.

For more detailed information,
review the Security Awareness
Training course in ElectEd. By
staying informed and adopting best
practices, we can fortify our

defenses against email compromise and protect our online presence.
Let's work together to keep our digital communications secure and
preserve our peace of mind. Stay tuned for more insights and strategies
to enhance cybersecurity in our upcoming newsletters.

Cybersecurity Alert Reminder

https://electiontraining.wi.gov/group/166
https://electiontraining.wi.gov/group/166


S e r i o us
vul ne r a b i l i t i e s ha ve
b e e n i d e nt i f i e d  i n a
c o mmo n so f t wa r e
c a l l e d  Conne c t Wi se
S c re e nConne c t .

Last month, the Wisconsin Elections Commission sent out an important
email regarding a cybersecurity alert affecting many Wisconsin
jurisdictions.

Serious vulnerabilities have been identified in common software called
ConnectWise ScreenConnect. This software is not related to elections.
Instead, it is often used by technical support staff to remotely access
computers for routine maintenance. State and Federal law
enforcement report that criminals are using this vulnerability to access
local government systems.

This is a reminder to those of you
with IT support, either in-house or
contracted, to please contact IT
immediately to confirm whether
they use ScreenConnect on your
computers. If they are, make sure
they update the software promptly.
In the alternative, you may uninstall
the software until a new version can
be installed.

ScreenConnect versions older than 23.9.8 are affected by this
problem.
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Next Election:
Polls open at 7 a.m. on April 2, 2024

https://www.connectwise.com/company/trust/security-bulletins/connectwise-screenconnect-23.9.8


Check Info Update Info

Make Sure Voters Can Find You!
Check your staff info on MyVote
Maintaining your contact information and staff list in WisVote is crucial
for ensuring that voters can contact your office, and that only active
election officials have access to this sensitive database. You can easily
verify that your municipality's clerk contact information is correct by
using MyVote. Click on the "Find My Clerk" link in the footer and enter a
local address.

Also, as a matter of routine, please keep the WEC Helpdesk aware of
any incoming staff members who need WisVote access, or outgoing
staff members whose access should be removed, and the dates to
change their access.

Please contact the WEC Helpdesk if you have any questions about your
staff's WisVote.
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The Fiserv Forum in Milwaukee will host the Republican National Convention later this  summer.
Photo by Michael Barera via Creative Commons

Questions About Uninstructed Delegates?
A Statutory Option on the Presidential Preference
Primary Ballot
Unlike Partisan Primaries, voters don’t directly decide which
presidential candidate will appear on ballots in the fall. Instead, the two
major parties choose their presidential candidate at their respective
national conventions. Party members from each state vote on who
their party will back to be on ballots in November, but the parties have
rules on how delegates are allowed to vote at the convention. There
are different rules among the parties, but essentially if a candidate
gets enough votes statewide or in a congressional district from the
Presidential Preference Primary, the delegate pledges to vote for
them at the national convention.

If voters prefer the delegates make their own decision, they can select
“uninstructed delegate” on their Presidential Preference
Primary ballot.
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Upcoming Dates & Deadlines
Upcoming Events

March 11-12, 2024 – Deadlines for clerks to deliver ballots

March 13, 2024 – WEC Webinar: Updated Manuals

March 19, 2024 – Start of In-Person Absentee Voting (IPAV)

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fiserv_Forum#/media/File:Milwaukee_July_2022_022_(Fiserv_Forum).jpg
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May 1, 2024 – WEC Webinar: Spring Elections Wrap-Up

Upcoming Commission Meetings

March 20, 2024 – Special Meeting

June 10, 2024 – Ballot Access Meeting

June 27, 2024 – Quarterly Meeting

Upcoming Elections

April 2, 2024 – Spring Election & Presidential Preference Primary

August 13, 2024 – Primary Election

November 5, 2024 – General Election

Questions or comments? Call 608-261-2028 or email elections@wi.gov

WISCONSIN ELECTIONS COMMISSION
201 WEST WASHINGTON AVENUE

2ND FLOOR
P.O. BOX 7984 MADISON

WI 53707-7984

https://my.stripo.email/cabinet/exportservice/v1/download/template/pdf/%E2%80%9Dhttps://elections.wi.gov/event/webinar-spring-elections-wrap%E2%80%9D
mailto:elections@wi.gov

