
BEFORE THE WISCONSIN ELECTIONS COMMISSION

DENISE WHITE,

Complainant,

Donna Ott (f /k/a Donna Cox),

Respondent

complaint No. EL 24-02

V.

RESPONSE OF RESPONDENT DONNA OTT

STATE OF WISCONSIN

WASHINGTON COUNTY

DONNA OTT, being duly sworn on oath, deposes and states as follows:

7.

Donna Cox.

My name is Donna Ott, however prior to my recent wedding, I was known as

ss

2. On August 2I,2023,1 was appointed as the Village Clerk for the Village of
Germantown.

3. Prior to my appointment in Germantown, I worked as a Deputy Clerk since 2015

in the Village of Richfield and the Town of Lisbon.

4. Having worked as a clerk during the COVID-19 pandemic, I was aware of the

various guidance from the Elections Commission related to voters wishing to identify as

indefinitely confined because of the pandemic.

5. I was also aware of the Election Commission's Clerk Guidance dated May L0,

2021 (updated June 17,2O2Ll entitled lndefinitely Confined Absentee Bollot Requests Clean-Up

Process (located at https://elections.wi.sovlsites/default/files/documents/lndefinitelvConfined
Clean-UpProc d u re s M e m oo/o2oZU P D AT ED%z OFlNAL.odf) and the Guidance dated January 8,

2021(updated June 17,2O2Ll entitled Additionol lndefinitely Confined Absentee Request

Confirmation Processes Beyond that Required in Wis.Sfot. 5 6.86(2)(b)(located at



https://election s.wi. sov/sites/defau ltlfi les/l / 2O2t-06 / ln d efi n ite I v%252 ed%252O

2OMemoo/o252 E 20FINAL.

6. Upon assuming the position of Germantown Village Clerk, I noted that there

appeared to be an inordinately high number of voters identifying as indefinitely confined, and

that it did not appear that my predecessor had utilized the optional clean-up procedure

authorized in those two Guidance documents.

7. Accordingly, I decided that I would utilize that optional clean-up procedure and

sent letters to all of the indefinitely confined voters in the Village's voter rolls asking them to
confirm their status.

8. Unfortunately, in the letter sent to these voters, I mistakenly included a sentence

that reads "lf our office does not receive the form below by the deadline, your absentee

application will be deactivated."

9. While I am not certain as to my reason for adding that language, I believe I may

have mistakenly confused the optional clean-up process with the required 30-day verification

process when a voter fails to return a ballot.

10. I know that I am unable to deactivate indefinitely confined registrations unless

the voter expressly revokes the registration, fails to return a ballot and does not respond to the

30 day verification letter, or if I have other reliable information concerning the voter's status.

1L. The Complainant in this case was not removed from the indefinitely confined list

because she confirmed her status (see the exhibit attached to the complaint).

L2. The only voters removed from the indefinitely confined list were those voters

that responded with an express requestto be removed. Thiswas approximately L4o/oof the
voters who were sent the letter.

13. No voter who failed to respond to my mailing has been, or will be, removed from

the indefinitely confined list based on their failure to respond to the letter.

Datedthir# dayof January, 2024.

Subscri ed and sworn to before me

thi day of January, 2024.

Notary Pub ic, State
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