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Comploint Type
Pleose select the stotutory process thot governs your
comploint:

Note: you should choose only one stotutory process per comploinU if you feel thot your
ollegotions foll under more thon one stotutory process, you should submit seporote comploints
under eoch process.

a

ffi Comploinq nt Contoct lnformqtion
Pleose provide the following informotion obout yourself

Note: Anyone filing this com int with con qdd their informotion on o se *rctt: a1

First Nome
Mnrl s

Lost Nome
Scrt M t D-r

Residentiol Address
Uas PencH rB Srnr r r t{eus*u, Wf -fq/ oS

M<lilinq Address (if Oitterent)
/,0T S. "?4fi Arruun, Surt re, P.lL.b. *t{t", ty'eugAt/, W/ ,tr/yo/
Telephone (optionol) Emoil

a/4 . 4 n ls @ usc . starlnai/ . corn

Respondent
Pleose provide the following informotion obout the individuol or individuols
whom you ollege violoted or improperly odministered election lows:

Note: For 5-06 complointq eoch respondent must be on election officiol- lf there ore multiple respondentg
eb)con odd their informotion on o se orote u seee

Respondent Title (S.OO comploints)
C ry oF lilAusAtl Ct rR K

Emoil if ovoiloble
/(a rt y,y.Be n NAn bE e w A us Atlw t - c o v

Res ndent Nome
Katrry,V SznNAAbE
Moilin Address
4or Gnaur Srner tt/AUSeL Nl 54/03

if ovoilobleTele hone
7/5- Jb/-662o
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Applicoble Stotutes
Pleose cite eoch stotute within Chopters 5 to I0 ond 12 of the Wisconsin

Stotutes, os well os ony other lows reloting to elections, other thon lows reloting to
compoign finsncing, thot you ollege were violoted or improperly odministered.
Note: The Commission connot occept o comploint thot does not cite specific provisions, including the
correct subsections, of election low.

Tt eaSt ,Jrs 
"f 

uPQotrnil9 DIC//MENr47161y,

taaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaraaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa

aaooaotaataaaoaaataaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaataaaaaaaaaaaaaaaataaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa&Allegotions
Set forth in detoil the fqcts thot estoblish proboble couse to believe thot

o violotion occurred. Be os specific os possible os it relotes to dotes, times,
individuols, ond octions involved. Use os mony seporote poges os needed ond
ottoch copies of ony supporting documentotion, evidence, or offidovits-

?r-ensr ,str Juceo4TtNG DaCUMINTATT ou,
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Sign
Eoch comploinont must complete eifrter step 6o, "Unsworn Stotement" or

Step 6b "Sworn Stotement." For either option, you moy enter your digitol signoture by
clicking the box ond following the instructions, or you moy print the form ond sign it.

Unsworn Ststement
I declore under penolty of folse sweoring under the low of Wisconsin thot

the foregoing is true ond correct. Signed on the doy of

ot

Printed Nome Signoture

Sworn St*rtement (to be completed in the presence of o notary)

aaaaaaaaaataaraaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaataaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa

aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaattaaalaraaaaaaaataalaaaaaaaaaaaaataaaaaQatraaaaaaa

a, being first duly sworn, on ooth,
stote thot I personolly reod the obove comploint, ond thot the obove
ollegotions ore true bosed on my personol knowledge ond, os to those
stoted on informstion ond beliel I believe them to be true.

Comploinonfs Signoture

Note: Eoch comploinont listed obove in section 6b must hove this form sworn before o notory or
other officioloble to sweor ooths.

$?&TE #F WI$CSF*SIru

County of, ffln rnllton. (cou nty of notorizotion)

Sworn to before me this doy of, iil

(signoture of person outhorized to odminister ooths)

My commission expires on OF
ill

rVeus Stmrtr

/ 0 I

,fr,
Notory Public or

or is permo

(officioltitle if not notory)

aataaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaataaaaaaaaraaaaaaaaltatattaaaaaaaaaalaaaaaalaaaaaa

(city or other locotion ond stote or country).
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Filing the Comploint
Pleose send this completed form to the Wisconsin Elections Commission

Emoil:
electionsGnwi.gov
Pleose put your nome ond
"Comploint" in the emoil
subject field

Moil:
Wisconsin Elections
Commission
P.O. Box 7984
Modison, Wl 53707-7984

Fsx
608-267-0500
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rst Nome
SrE.YfrV

st Nome
5c urq rnr

identiol Address

laos Parc+ ER Srnrer l,/erca u wt s44os
if different

L07 *r, J4 A 5,, PM, B #/lt wt 5r'40t/aTE

o ionol ! moil
a/6. 4nhs @ uss. Srear/vlAtL . coM

First Nome Lost Nome

Emoil

Residentiol Address

lMoili Address if different

Tel hone

I rst Nome st Nome

esidentiql Address

Moiling Address (it Oitterent,\j

nol)ele hone (o l
l

I

naoilinq Address t
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Additionq,l Respondents

ndent Nomes

Koov Hanr
Respondent Titte (S.OO comploints)
DIPUTY CLERK

iri Address
4o 7 ,a1() RA NT ,frn WAUSAL, W/ 54/0s

7/5. JL/ " b6Jt
if ovoiloble)

dent Norne

ManYnNNe Gaotr, cPA
dent Title (S.00 com loints

Fr rvA NCE Dterczoq
iri Address

loz Grtarvr 3r u w I 5,11103

7 t5' a/'/ '/'b4{
I (if ovoiloble

l4nnyRrurue. Gno ATewu)sauwi. Go/

Nome Respondent Title (S.OO complointsl

iti Address

ne (it ovoiloble)ele moil (if ovoiloble

nt NomeS ndent Title (S.OO com intsS

oili Address

moil

Ielephone (if ovoiloble

Ielephone (if ovoiloble

Ielephone (if ovoiloble) if ovoiloble)
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Steven & Marie Schmidt 
607 S. 24th Avenue 
Suite 12, P.M.B. #146 
Wausau, WI 54401 
 
10 October 2024 
 
Dear Wisconsin ElecDons Commission, 
 
Our names are Steve and Marie Schmidt and we would like to bring to your URGENT aMenDon 
the maMer of the universal/mulD-use drop box that was put outside for residents to submit 
absentee ballots, payments, and other important city requests as insisted upon by Wausau’s 
City Clerk, Kaitlyn Bernarde. The official statement by the clerk is below.   
 
 
Official Statement from the City Clerk Regarding the Drop Box on 09/30/2024 
 
hIps://www.wausauwi.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/12468/638633025457570000 
 

 
On October 2, 2024 at 9:43 a.m. we submiMed via email our strong concerns in a public 
comment for the Wausau City Council meeDng scheduled for October 8, 2024. We sent this to 
the Wausau City Clerk Kaitlyn Bernarde, Mayor Doug Diny, and Cc: the enDre City Council – 
Carol Lukens, Michael Martens, Terry Killian, Tom Neal, Gary Gisselman, Becky McElhaney, 
Council President Lisa Rasmussen, Sarah Watson, Victoria Tierney, Lou Larson, and Chad Henke. 
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We requested that our concerns, which were put into an easy-to-understand pdf document, be 
included with the public comments for the Wausau City Council meeDng on October 8, 2024. 
City Clerk Kaitlyn Bernarde failed to include our comments with the public comments of the 
meeDng agenda or minutes. Our concerns are listed below.  

 
This is a picture of the CURRENT “Official Drop Box” 
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In the ElecDon AdministraDon Manual for Wisconsin Municipal Clerks by Wisconsin ElecDons 
Commission book dated August 2024, found here at this link 
hMps://elecDons.wi.gov/sites/default/files/documents/EA%20Manual-August%202024.pdf,  
on page 79 of the 251 pages, you will find “Best PracDces: Physical Security of the Drop Box 
Itself” guidelines.  
 
 
These are the specific points that we would like to point out. (Emphasis ours) 
 
 
Point #1.  
The slot of the drop box be appropriately sized so that only an absentee 
ballot can be deposited and not other objects or liquids. 
 
Point #1 Viola[on 
Per the ElecDon AdministraDon Manual for Wisconsin Municipal Clerks by Wisconsin ElecDons 
Commission as stated above “only an absentee ballot can be deposited and not other objects”. 
This would indicate that payments and other important city requests would not be allowed to 
be put into a drop box intended for Absentee Voter Ballots. “Payment” is clearly at the top of 
the box. 
 
 
Point #2. 
 Any damage to or tampering with the drop box be documented and the drop 
box be inspected to ensure that it remains secure for the purpose of 
deposi[ng absentee ballot envelopes. 
 
Point #2 Viola[on 
Per the ElecDon AdministraDon Manual for Wisconsin Municipal Clerks by Wisconsin ElecDons 
Commission as stated above “for the purpose of deposi[ng absentee ballot envelopes”. This 
would also indicate that payments and other important city requests would not be allowed to 
be put into a drop box intended for the purpose of Absentee Voter Ballots. 
 
 
Point #3.  
The drop box be clearly marked or labeled that the drop box is for the 
purpose of collec[ng absentee ballots in return envelopes. 
 
Point #3 Viola[on 
Per the ElecDon AdministraDon Manual for Wisconsin Municipal Clerks by Wisconsin ElecDons 
Commission as stated above “The drop box be clearly marked or labeled that the drop box is 
for the purpose of collec[ng absentee ballots in return envelopes”. This drop box is not clearly 
marked or labeled that it is for the purpose of collecDng absentee voter ballots in their 
respecDve return envelopes, it is labeled for Payments. 
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Point #4.  
The [me of final retrieval of ballot return envelopes be clearly marked on or near the drop 
box. A^er the [me of final retrieval, the drop box be secured 
to prevent the submission of absentee ballot return envelopes. 
 
Point #4 Viola[on 
Per the ElecDon AdministraDon Manual for Wisconsin Municipal Clerks by Wisconsin ElecDons 
Commission as stated above “The [me of final retrieval of ballot return envelopes be clearly 
marked on or near the drop box. A^er the [me of final retrieval, the drop box be secured to 
prevent the submission of absentee ballot return envelopes”. This drop box does not have the 
Dme of final retrieval of ballot return envelopes clearly marked on or near the drop box. 
Furthermore, if the clerk Kaitlyn Bernarde’s intenDon is to use this box for mulD-purposes, how 
can you secure it to prevent the submission of absentee ballot return envelopes ajer the final 
retrieval deadline? 
 
Also per the United States ElecDons Assistance Commission on the next page, ajer the ballot 
return deadline, the box is supposed to be locked so no addiDonal ballots can be deposited.  
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Point #5 
Best PracDces: Security of the Drop Box Surroundings 
• The drop box be located in a well-lit area. 
 
Point #5 Viola[on 
This universal/mulD-use drop box is not in a well-lit area. See pages 88 & 90 at the link below for 
photographs provided in the council packet. 
 
Wausau Mayor asked for drop box security funding and received zero support from Common 
Council at the October 8, 2024 meeDng. It was the last item on the agenda. Several residents 
spoke at public comment at the beginning of this meeDng with concerns of elecDon integrity 
and the drop box. Wausau Mayor Doug Diny's request for $3,000 to fund lighDng and a new 
camera to train on the clerk's office drop box outside City Hall was dismissed at Tuesday's 
Common Council meeDng.  
 
Council packet for October 8, 2024 meeDng  
hMps://www.wausauwi.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/12516/638639856195970000 
Page 86: Drop Box informaDon starts 
Page 88: Photo of drop box (it’s in the dark, you can’t even see it) 
Page 90: Photo is not clear 
 
Wausau Mayor Diny has made aMempts to address this, sadly unsuccessfully due to the 
pushback of City Clerk Kaitlyn Bernarde, City Council Members, advice of City AMorney, and 
Finance Director Mary Ann Groat - who is the city clerk’s supervisor and one who also made the 
decision to make this a universal/mulD-use drop box to be used for absentee ballots, payments, 
and other important city requests. 
 
Per the ElecDon AdministraDon Manual for Wisconsin Municipal Clerks by Wisconsin ElecDons 
Commission as stated on page 78, —the Commission recommends that clerks thoroughly 
complete a security assessment for each intended drop box locaDon prior to deployment. The 
Wausau City Clerk Kaitlyn Bernarde failed in doing so.  
 
Wausau City Clerk Kaitlyn Bernarde was in such a hurry to get a drop box out for use that she 
failed miserably at all the requirements to make an Absentee Ballot Drop Box legal and secure. 
We have brought this to Wausau City Clerk Kaitlyn Bernarde’s aMenDon 8 days ago and the box 
is sDll non-compliant. 
 
We are requesDng your URGENT aMenDon to invesDgate this maMer as we are already in 
elecDon season and Absentee Ballots are being put into this universal/mulD-use drop box which 
clearly does not meet the standards set by the State of Wisconsin and Wisconsin ElecDon 
Commissions. This is an important and very big elecDon and we seek 100% elecDon integrity. 
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This is a picture of the FORMER “Official Box” 
 
The City of Wausau used to have a secured box located outside in front of City Hall for the sole 
purpose of Absentee Ballots only. That is no longer there.  
 
This seems more in line with what the requirements are. It’s a shame the clerk got rid of it.  

• Clearly marked for Official Absentee Ballots Drop Box 
• Not marked for Payments, etc.  

 
 
This is an important and very big elecDon. One would think that a clerk in charge of elecDons, 
knowing full well that elecDon integrity is and will be a hot buMon topic, that Clerk Kaitlyn 
Bernarde would take every measure possible to ensure that all regulaDons, guidelines, rules and 
sDpulaDons are not only followed but would have gone beyond all these measures to ensure 
that all parDes in this elecDon would not have any concerns about elecDon integrity.  
 
Sincerely, 
Steven & Marie Schmidt 
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Page 88 of council packet 10/8/24 

 
 
  



 14 

Page 89 of council packet 10/8/24 
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Page 91 of council packet 10/8/24 
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Page 96 of council packet 10/8/24 
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Page 97 of council packet 10/8/24 
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Page 98 of council packet 10/8/24 
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Page 99 of council packet 10/8/24 
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Page 100 of council packet 10/8/24 
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Page 101 of council packet 10/8/24 
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 Page 102 of council packet 10/8/24  
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Page 103 of council packet 10/8/24 
 

 



 24 

Page 104 of council packet 10/8/24 
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Page 105 of council packet 10/8/24 

 



 26 

Page 106 of council packet 10/8/24 
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Page 107 of council packet 10/8/24 

 


