
RECOUNT MINUTES 

JUSTICE OF THE SUPREME COURT 

APRIL 27, 2011 

CRAWFORD COUNTY 

  

 The Board of Canvassers began the recount process of votes for the office of 

Justice of the Supreme Court on Wednesday, April 27, 2011 at 9:00 a.m.  The Board of 

Canvass consisted of Sandy Lester and Diane Slotman.  Clerk Janet Geisler also served 

on the Board.  Tabulators for the day were Linda Munson, Barb Frommelt, Kathy Koch 

and Jack Kluesner.  City Clerk Barb Elvert assisted the tabulators in their duties.  The 

Clerk issued the Oath of Office to the tabulators. 

 

 The Clerk explained the procedures for the day.  The Board will decide at what 

time they want to leave at the end of the day and how long of a lunch period they will 

take. Barb Elvert, City Clerk, will be substituting for Sandy Lester on the Board of 

Canvassers on Thursday.  There may also be other substitutions on Thursday for 

tabulators. 

 

 The Clerk explained that the GAB has advised that it is not necessary to cut apart 

the ballots from the touch screen voting machines.  The ballots can either be kept whole 

or cut apart.  The Board decided to keep the ballots whole and make a notation by each 

ballot so it is clear that they have been counted. 

 

 The poll books from the Villages of De Soto and Mt. Sterling and the Towns of 

Seneca and Utica had not arrived yet but would be available at some time during the 

recount. 

 

 The tabulators and Board of Canvassers began their duties for the day in their 

designated areas. 

 

 The ballots for the Village of De Soto on the voting machine contain both 

Crawford County and Vernon County ballots.  After the Board had completed their 

recount for the Village of DeSoto the ballots for Vernon County were cut from the voting 

machine tape and put into a ballot bag which was secured with a numbered seal #563005.  

A Crawford County traffic officer transported the ballots to the River Bank in De Soto.  

A Vernon County traffic officer picked the ballots up in DeSoto and transported them to 

the Vernon County Clerk. 

 

 The counting of ballots for the Village of Lynxville could not be completed since 

the paper ballots were missing.  The Village was put aside and will be counted after the 

paper ballots are received from the Village. 

 

 The Board and tabulators broke for lunch at 11:50 and decided to return at 12:30.  

The Clerk stayed in the room during the lunch time.  The counting resumed at 12:35. 

 



 Three representatives for Prosser were present for the afternoon session.  They 

signed the sign-in sheet.   

 

 When reconciling the poll books between the County and the municipalities, there 

were various issues addressed when the numbers did not match up.  This is noted in the 

recount minutes for each municipality. 

 

 The Board and tabulators finished their counting of ballots at 4:35 p.m.  The Clerk 

made a daily report to the GAB of the number of votes counted for the day and which 

municipalities were completed. 

 

APRIL 28, 2011 

 

 The Board of Canvassers and tabulators began the recount process at 9:00 a.m.  

The procedures for the day were once again reviewed.  Mary Pellock was a new tabulator 

for the day and was issued the Oath of Office by the County Clerk.  The tabulators for the 

day were Mary Pellock, Kathy Koch, Barb Frommelt, Linda Munson and Jack Kluesner.  

The Board of Canvassers consisted of Barb Elvert, Diane Slotman and Clerk Janet 

Geisler. 

 

 At 10:00 a.m., City Clerk Barb Elvert and County Clerk Janet Geisler left the 

meeting to attend a Redistricting meeting.  Diane Slotman remained in the room with the 

ballots. 

 

 The tabulators received permission to begin counting the ballots for Wards 7 and 

8 in the City of Prairie du Chien since the machine was not used and there were a large 

number of paper ballots to count.  This could be accomplished while Clerk Elvert and 

Clerk Geisler attended the Redistricting meeting. 

 

 The paper ballots from the Village of Lynxville were brought in for counting and 

the recount for the Village was completed. 

 

 The Board and tabulators broke for lunch and returned at 12:30.  The Clerk stayed 

in the room over the lunch period. 

 

 The Board of Canvassers double checked the ballot count for the Village of 

Soldiers Grove at the request of the Prosser representative.  The last voter number on the 

poll book was 131 but there were 128 votes cast and four blank ballots which equal 132.  

After checking over the ballots again, it was determined that there were only 131 voters. 

(The Inspector’s Statement was reviewed later and the Municipal Clerk had indicated that 

one voter had tried to void out their ballot but it was still counted which accounts for the 

one additional ballot more than the number of voters) 

 

 When the ballots for the 6
th
 District were counted, the numbers of ballots were 

short by six.  The City Clerk contacted her office and the printer for the machine was 

brought to the building by the City Police Chief to see if the ballots were still in the 



machine. They were not.  The Clerk then contacted the Prairie du Chien School District 

to see if the spool was enclosed in their ballot bag.  Bridget Wright determined that the 

spool was in the ballot bag and brought it to the Administration Building unopened.  The 

City Clerk opened the ballot bag, took out the spool from the voting machine and then 

resealed the ballot bag with a numbered seal which was documented on the bag.  The 

missing ballots then matched the total needed for the district. 

 

 The Board and tabulators completed the recount at 4:35 p.m. on Thursday, April 

28
th
.  The Clerk made a daily report to the GAB of the number of votes counted for the 

day and which municipalities were completed. 

 

 The Clerk will prepare the necessary paperwork and the Board will sign off the 

next day.  The document was e-mailed to the GAB and the original document was sent in 

the mail.  The end result from the recount added an additional two votes for Prosser and 

three votes for Kloppenburg. 

 

      Janet Geisler, Crawford County Clerk 
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