Complaints and Investigations under

Wisconsin’s Ethics Code and
Lobbying Law

The Ethics Board may investigate possible violations of the Ethics Code and lobbying law whenever
circumstances warrant and may file complaints alleging violations whenever it concludes there is
probable cause to do so.

During the period January through December 1999, the Board completed investigations of the follow-
ing matters pertaining to possible violations of the statutorily prescribed standards of conduct for
state officials, lobbyists, and principals.

IMPROPER USE OF OFFICE. The Board investigated whether a state public official may
have used or attempted to use the public position held by the public official to influence
or gain unlawful benefits, advantages or privileges personally or for others. The facts in
this matter do not support a claim that the public official used state resources to obtain an
unlawful benefit for the another official’s campaign. [99-SC-04]

OFFICIAL’S CONFLICT OF INTEREST. The Ethics Board investigated whether a business
which a state public official owned more than 10% interest in had entered into a contract
with the state without proper notification to the Ethics Board and the department with
which the business was contracted. The Board concluded that there was insufficient
evidence to warrant proceeding further. [99-SC-02]

IMPROPER USE OF OFFICE. The Ethics Board investigated whether a public official used
his office for private gain. The Ethics Board found that the facts did not support the
allegations and that further actions by the Board were not warranted. [99-SC-03]

FAILURE TO REGISTER AS A PRINCIPAL, AUTHORIZE A LOBBYIST, OR OBTAIN A
LOBBYING LICENSE. The following lobbying organization paid a penalty for failing to
properly register as a principal: Miller & Schroeder Small Business Capital Corporation
($750). The following lobbying organizations paid penalties for failing to properly
authorize lobbyists to lobby on their behalf: Wisconsin Realtors Association ($400);
Milwaukee Area Technical College ($850); and Wisconsin Council on Children and
Families ($600).

LATE STATEMENTS OF LOBBYING ACTIVITIES AND EXPENDITURES. The following eight
lobbying organizations paid penalties for filing their Statements of Lobbying Activities
and Expenditures for the second half of 1998 late: Wisconsin Auctioneers Association,
Wisconsin Coalition Against Domestic Violence, Wisconsin Industrial Energy Group,
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Distilled Spirits Council of Us and Video Software Dealers Association all paid penalties
of $25.00; People’s Lottery Foundation, Mid-America Management and Home Depot all
paid penalties of $100. The following three lobbying organizations paid penalties for
filing their Statement of Lobbying Activities and Expenditures for the first half of 1999
late: United Community Center, Pawn America Wisconsin LLC, and Froedtert Memorial
Lutheran Hospital all paid penalties of $25.

The Board in this period collected $360 in forfeitures for late filing of Statements of Economic
Interests.

The Ethics Board deposits the penalties it collects in the state school fund.



