Complaints and Investigations under

Wisconsin’s Ethics Code and
Lobbying Law

The Ethics Board may investigate possible violations of the Ethics Code and lobbying law whenever
circumstances warrant and may file complaints alleging violations whenever it concludes there is
probable cause to do so.

During the period January through December 1998, the Board completed investigations of the follow-
ing matters pertaining to possible violations of the statutorily prescribed standards of conduct for
state officials, lobbyists, and principals.

STATE OFFICIAL’S USE OF OFFICE. The Ethics Board investigated whether a state
official had used his office to obtain something of substantial value for private benefit.
The Ethics Board concluded there was no basis for further action. [98-SC-02]

STATE OFFICIAL’S USE OF OFFICE. The Ethics Board investigated whether a state
official had used his office to obtain something of substantial value for private benefit
and had improperly failed to report it on their financial statement. The Ethics Board
concluded that the official's use for personal benefit was not significant
enough to warrant any further action and that no further action was
warranted with respect to failure to report. [98-SC-01]

LOBBYIST’S FURNISHING A CAMPAIGN CONTRIBUTION. The Ethics Board investigated
whether a lobbyist furnished campaign contributions either directly or through another
acting as his agent at times not permitted by the lobbying law. The Ethics Board
concluded that it did not possess facts sufficient to warrant further action in this
matter. [96-SC-03B]

LOBBYIST’S FURNISHING A CAMPAIGN CONTRIBUTION. The Ethics Board investigated
whether a lobbyist furnished campaign contributions either directly or through another
acting as his agent at times not permitted by the lobbying law. The Ethics Board
concluded that it had insufficient evidence to clearly and convincingly
demonstrate a violation of the law, and it would no longer actively investigate this
matter, but continue to monitor campaign contribution activities. [96-SC-03D]

PRINCIPAL’S FAILURE TO AUTHORIZE LOBBYIST. In reviewing its records the Ethics
Board discovered that a principal had failed to authorize an individual who was lobbying
on its behalf. The principal and lobbyist paid $400 and $200, respectively. [In the matter
of Wisconsin Power and Light Company and Michael Bright, 97-LL-03]
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PRINCIPAL’S FAILURE TO AUTHORIZE LOBBYIST. In reviewing its records the Ethics
Board discovered that a principal had failed to authorize an individual who was lobbying
on its behalf. The principal and lobbyist paid $400 and $200, respectively. [In the matter
of Harnischfeger Industries, Inc. and Donald Stitt, 97-LL-02]

LATE STATEMENTS OF LOBBYING ACTIVITIES AND EXPENDITURES. The following two
lobbying organizations paid penalties for filing their Statements of Lobbying Activities
and Expenditures for the second half of 1997 late: BV Pewaukee Ltd. and Wisconsin
Land and Water Conservation Association paid penalties of $25. The following lobbying
organization pad penalties for filing their Statement of Lobbying Activities and
Expenditures for the first half of 1998 late: Home Depot paid a penalty of $25.

The Board in this period collected $190 in forfeitures for late filing of Statements of Economic
Interests.

The Ethics Board deposits the penalties it collects in the state school fund.



