Application of 2013 Act 178
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Example 1: The voter has cast votes for both ballot candidates and has written in a name. The presence of a write-in
vote in a “vote for 1” situation means no ballot candidate votes can be counted. Since there is more than one oval filled
in, no vote is recorded by the voting equipment. This is not an overvote because there is only one write-in, and if the
write-in were registered, the vote would be tallied for the write-in. However, Johnny Maestro is not a registered write-
in candidate. The write in vote is not tallied.

Example 2: There is a vote for a ballot candidate and 2 votes for write-in candidates. The presence of a write-in vote
in a “vote for 1” situation means a vote for a ballot candidate cannot be counted. Since there is more than one oval
filled in, no vote is recorded by the voting equipment. There are two write-in candidates. One write-in candidate is
registered, and the other is not, but there is no way to determine which write-in the voter really intended to vote for.
This is an example of an overvote. No votes have been recorded and no write-in vote are tallied.

Examples 3 and 4: In both examples, there is 1 vote for a ballot candidate and 1 vote for a write in candidate. The
presence of a write-in vote in a “vote for 1” situation means a vote for a ballot candidate cannot be counted, so neither
Scott Walker nor Brett Hulsey will have a vote tallied for them. The voting equipment sees this as an overvote and no
votes have been recorded. Neither Mason nor Johnny is registered, so no write-in votes may be tallied.

Example 5: There is 1 vote for a ballot candidate and 1 vote for a registered write in candidate. The presence of a
write-in vote in a “vote for 1” situation means a vote for a ballot candidate cannot be counted. The voting equipment
sees this as an overvote and no votes have been recorded. The write-in is registered, so the write-in vote is tallied.

Example 6 and 7: In both cases write-in votes have been cast in offices with no ballot candidates. The oval has not
been completed in number 6, so this write-in will be discovered when the inspectors leaf through the ballots in the large
bin of the voting equipment. In number 7, the write-in vote is recorded by the voting equipment. In both cases, the
write-in votes are tallied.

Examples 8 and 9: In both cases, the voting equipment has recorded a vote for the ballot candidate, and in both cases
the tape must be adjusted to subtract a vote for the ballot candidate. In number 8 the write-in must be tallied. In
number 9, the write-in is not tallied.

Example 10: The ballot candidate is deceased. The write-in candidate is not registered. The write-in vote is tallied.



